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EDITORIAL 

Jinnah and the Two Nation Theory 

Muslim League held its annual session at Minto Park in Lahore, Punjab that 

lasted from 22 March till 24 March 1940. During this event, the Muslim League 

led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah and other founding fathers narrated the events 

regarding the differences between Hindus and Muslims, and moved the 

historical resolution that cemented the formation of a nation-state in South Asia 

as Pakistan, even though it did not actually mention Pakistan at that stage. 

Jinnah in his address at Minto Park in English said, "The Hindus and the 

Muslims belong to two different religions, philosophies, social customs, and 

literature. They neither inter-marry, nor inter-dine together, and indeed they 

belong to two different civilizations which are based mainly on conflicting 

ideas and conceptions. Their aspects on life are different. It is quite clear that 

Hindus and Muslims derive their inspirations from different sources of history. 

They have different epics, their heroes are different, and they have different 

episodes. Very often the hero of one is foe of the other, and likewise, their 

victories and defeats overlap. To yoke together two such nations under a single 

state, one as a numerical minority and the other as a majority, must lead to 

growing discontent and the final destruction of any fabric that may be so built 

for the government of such a state." 

It is amazing what Jinnah said in 1940 Narendra Modi is now endorsing it with 

a candidness that has lifted the façade of secularism that was propagated by the 

founding fathers of independent India. In fact Hindutva of Modi is inadvertently 

reinforcing the two nation theory of Jinnah. India is shaping into a 

fundamentalist Hindu state that is having no tolerance of Muslims, Sikhs, 

Christians and other minorities. When someone claimed that Lala Lajput Rai 

was a Hindu nationalist, Jinnah snapped, ―No Hindu can be a nationalist, every 

Hindu is a Hindu first and last.‖  

It is remarkable how apt and accurate Jinnah was about Hindu India. Rise of 

Hindutva for many is a vindication of Lahore Resolution and the two nation 

theory. 

Modi to Jogi 

India is moving far, far into the right! The Hindu supremacist Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) has swayed the elections in the crucial and largest Uttar Pradesh 

(UP) state.  It is now clear that Narendra Modi is a firm believer in Hindutva 
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ideology and believes it to be the edifice on which the entire superstructure of 

the Indian society rests. This ideology essentially wants to establish India as a 

Hindu nation. His audacity in the selection of the new Chief Minister of UP 

Yogi Adityanath is a clear sign of more to come. Yogi Adityanath is a 

charismatic fanatic who has scores of criminal cases pending against him that 

include attempt to murder, rioting, endangering life of others, criminal 

intimidation, hate speeches, carrying deadly weapons and trespassing of burial 

places etc.  Pankaj Mishra wrote that Yogi Adityanath is now the  new leader of 

200 million Indians, nearly 20 percent of whom are Muslim, wishes to install 

Hindu idols in every mosque in India, and has said that ―if one Hindu is killed 

we won‘t go to the police, we‘ll kill 10 Muslims.  

 

Trump seems dwarfed by the gigantic success of ultra rightist Narendra Modi 

and Modi looks like a moderate when compared to Yogi  

 

Yogi (Adityanath) now rules over a land fabled for its rich, syncretic culture 

and tolerance and pushes ahead with his agenda promising hell and high water 

to Muslims and other dispossessed communities. Now in India we have Yogi 

Adityanath as the new mascot of Hindutva – and perhaps the future leader of 

India to succeed Modi. 

 
Some of our Indian friends suggested that Muslims of UP and rest of India 

should forsake election politics so that Hindutva organizations led by RSS have 

no opportunity to demonize Muslims which they do in the course of elections as 

they did in the recently concluded UP elections. Interestingly, the demand that 

Muslims should be disfranchised is often raised by the RSS leaders. 

Interestingly not one of the 400-plus BJP candidates in Uttar Pradesh was a 

Muslim — although Muslims make up one-fifth of the state‘s population.  . In a 

way, it is just as well that the BJP has let the mask slip to reveal its true face 

and character. At least we know who and what we are dealing with. 

 

 

Shamsul Islam writes that the fact is that RSS is not just antithetical to Muslims 

and Christians but hates democratic-secular India as well. It remains committed 

to turn India into a Brahmanical Hindu State. Anti-minority rhetoric by 

RSS/BJP leaders in recently concluded UP elections was an alibi for diverting 

attention from issues of poverty, unemployment, violence against women, 

absence of educational and health services. The hate propaganda was aimed at 

conveying to the Hindu electorate that Muslims (and Christians) posed greater 

internal threat than the social and political deprivations of the former.  

 

 

https://scroll.in/article/832168/hindutva-unmasked-yogi-adityanath-bjps-most-strident-face-will-be-its-chief-minister-in-up
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Modi's Real Mission 

Pankaj Mishra 

 
The legal cases against Yogi Adityanath, the new Chief Minister of Uttar 

Pradesh, India‘s most populous and politically significant state, 

include attempted murder and criminal intimidation. This freshly anointed 

leader of 200 million Indians, nearly 20 percent of whom are Muslim, wishes to 

install Hindu idols in every mosque in India, and has said that ―if one Hindu is 

killed we won‘t go to the police, we‘ll kill 10 Muslims.‖ Needless to add, he 

has fulsomely endorsed Donald Trump‘s immigration ban on citizens from 

several Muslim-majority nations. 

 

India's Aspirations 

 

Well before Trump, the global wave of demagoguery crested in the world‘s 

largest democracy with the 2014 election of Narendra Modi, a lifelong member 

of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (R.S.S), a Hindu 

supremacist organization. Since then, the Economist wrote last week, ―Modi 

has done nothing to stifle a growing culture of intolerance in India, not just 

towards Muslims, but towards all critics of the prickly nationalism that the BJP 

espouses.‖ 

Still, the decision by Modi‘s Bharatiya Janata Party to exalt Adityanath to high 

political office provoked shock and consternation. Some observers of Indian 

politics are mortified that the party that won the Uttar Pradesh elections last 

week on a promise of delivering economic development and jobs now appears 

to be backtracking.   

Such ―shocks,‖ it is safe to say, are felt only by the deluded, the naive and the 

disingenuous. Adityanath‘s apotheosis is simply more evidence of what‘s been 

obvious to anyone who has witnessed the Hindu nationalists‘ ascent to power 

through decades of violence and hateful rhetoric. 

Modi, himself accused of complicity in large-scale violence against Muslims 

while Chief Minister of Gujarat state in 2002, has never concealed his loyalty 

to the exclusionary ideals of Hindu nationalism. Nor has he ever downplayed 

his determination to do what it takes to entrench ―Hindutva‖ (literally, ―Hindu-

ness‖) in Indian institutions. His election promise of development and jobs is 

among other things a means to a higher goal: making India a strong Hindu 

nation. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/view/contributors/AQdil80ND1E/pankaj-mishra
http://myneta.info/ls2014/candidate.php?candidate_id=9254
https://scroll.in/article/832168/hindutva-unmasked-yogi-adityanath-bjps-most-strident-face-will-be-its-chief-minister-in-up
https://www.bloomberg.com/quicktake/indias-aspirations
http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21718905-he-has-vast-political-capital-he-should-spend-it-more-wisely-what-narendra-modi-should-do
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/18/world/asia/firebrand-hindu-cleric-yogi-adityanath-picked-as-uttar-pradesh-minister.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/02/24/india-decade-gujarat-justice-incomplete
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Those who expect only development and economic reforms from Modi -- and 

who excuse his more inflammatory statements as the price to be paid to win 

political support -- ought to reexamine their assumptions. Increasingly, they 

resemble those well-intentioned but deluded commentators who thought that 

the Bush administration‘s war in Iraq, sold on a false pretext, would bring 

democracy to the Middle East. They ignore a simple and eternally valid 

lesson: Tainted means can never bring about beneficial ends.   

After noting Modi‘s indifference to the assault on civil society in India, the 

Economist adds, ―Yet he has also pressed ahead with economic reforms.‖ There 

is no hint here of how Modi‘s political and economic policies are to be 

reconciled. Indeed, the ideological fervor implicit in such words as ―yet‖ 

and ―also‖ remind us that ―more reforms‖ has been the battle cry of foreign 

investors and the financial press for nearly three decades. Russia‘s president 

Boris Yeltsin, for instance, was praised, by the Economist, among others, for 

his ―reforms‖ even as he supervised the fire sale of his country to oligarchs. But 

politicians appearing to pursue economic reforms have their own specifically 

political agendas, such as Modi's Hindu nationalism, which relies on 

demonizing a large section of the Indian population and condemning Muslims 

in particular to second-class citizenship. It is far from clear that the benefits of 

economic reforms will be available to all under such a regime. 

This is why the sloganeering about reforms today inadvertently echoes the 

many intellectual defenses of appalling regimes in the past. Many respectable 

businessmen and writers hailed fascists and Stalinists for making the trains run 

on time and the economy grow faster. For these cheerleaders of economic 

modernization, a brighter future always seemed about to dawn, until the 

encroaching darkness became impossible to ignore. 

At the best of times, the abstract projects referred to by the cliché ―economic 

reforms‖ have long-term and uncertain outcomes; they cannot be used 

to condone the basic contempt for individual dignity that many would-

be economic reformers defiantly manifest in the present. For too long, 

investors, op-ed pundits and journalists have legitimized and 

normalized unsavory politicians by going on about ―reforms‖ and 

―modernization.‖ It is time to stop.  

 

Pankaj Mishra is an Indian author and writer of literary and political essays. 

His books include Temptations of the West: How to Be Modern in India, 

Pakistan and beyond. His latest book is From the Ruins of Empire: The Revolt 

Against the West and the Remaking of Asia. 

 

https://www.thequint.com/uttar-pradesh-elections-2017/2017/02/20/modi-kabristan-remark-congress-to-file-an-election-commission-complaint
http://www.economist.com/node/9079824
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Does India belong to the Hindus alone? 

Ram Puniyani 

The coming to power of the Modi-BJP government in May 2014 has 

emboldened the associates of BJP, which are a part of the RSS progeny.  

The RSS is working for the agenda of Hindu nationalism and has created many 

children organizations like Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal and Vanvasi 

Kalyan Ashram to name a few.  

Collectively, these groups are organizations originating from the RSS school of 

politics, which are called Sangh Parivar or also the RSS Combine. These 

organizations have been working in different areas of society-nation for the 

agenda of the Hindu rashtra (Nation), contrary to the values of Indian 

nationalism.  

One of their works is in the Adivasis (tribal) areas. This work pertains to 

subjugating Adivasis to adopt the Hindu identity and also to communalize them. 

Their organization, Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram in particular, in association with 

other organizations has been very active in the Adivasis areas for the last few 

decades. 

In these areas, they have pursued the reconversion, ‗Ghar Wapasi‘, very 

aggressively.  

Their argument is that those who converted to Islam or Christianity have done 

so under force or allurement, and so, to bring them back to the Hindu fold is not 

conversion but merely their returning home. 

This has been the major plank of their work in many Adivasis areas in Gujarat, 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa in particular.  

They have devised new rituals, like making Adivasis take baths in hot springs, 

participate in havans, and yagnas (Hindu rituals around fire) and then, declare 

that they have become Hindus.  

In their scheme of things, all those living in India are Hindus. The category of 

Adivasis is not recognized, and instead the word used is Vanvasi (forest 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1164196/does-india-belong-to-the-hindus-alone
https://www.dawn.com/authors/4037/ram-puniyani
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dwellers). The core of the tribal, having their unique culture and norms, is 

undermined and rejected.  

Earlier such efforts were pushing through at medium pace, but with the Modi 

Government in power, it has clearly been stepped up. 

Through Ghar Wapasi they are not only communalizing the society but also 

creating insecurity among the minorities.  

The RSS combine does not believe in diversity; they assert that India belongs to 

the Hindus alone and so they dub Christianity and Islam as ‗foreign‘ religions.  

The attempts to intimidate Christian missionaries have been ongoing since the 

last four decades and it has considerably been stepped up in the last few 

months; the propaganda against Christian missionaries is that they are 

converting people away from Hinduism. While people throng to get their 

children in missionary run schools-colleges, at the same time, this hate-spewing 

propaganda of conversion by the Christian missionaries has become a part of 

‗social common sense‘.  

I recall that as I was returning from Kandhamal, (August 2008) seeing the 

massive violence against the Christians, the damage to churches and the 

displacement of Christians en masse from their homes, the streets of 

Bhubaneswar were abuzz with the idea that ‗Christian missionaries are a threat 

to Hinduism as they are converting‘.  

Interestingly, as per the national population census the percentage of Christians 

showed a slight decline from 2.60 per cent in 1971 to 2.30 per cent in 2001. 

This propaganda has relentlessly fueled violence, from the brutal burning of 

Pastor Graham Stewart Stains on January 23, 1999 in Manoharapur, Orissa, the 

honorific Kandhmal violence in Orissa 2008 to the introduction of the 

‗Freedom of Religion‘ Acts in states like Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan 

and Himachal Pradesh. These ‗Freedom of religion bills‘; contrary to their 

names; put strong impediments for whosoever wants to convert.  

These laws make it mandatory that if one wants to convert one has to inform 

the District Collector beforehand. These laws as such are against the provisions 

of the letter and spirit of our Constitution. 

Factually speaking, there has hardly been any case where force or allurement 

has been reported.  
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It wouldn‘t be wrong to state that it has only been the intimidating assertions of 

the RSS combine which have led to violence against Christian minorities in 

India.  

The Ghar Wapasi, as in the case of Agra (December 2014) was conducted 

around the assertion that those participating in yagna would be given BPL 

(Below Poverty Line) cards and ration cards.  

These cards help the poor in getting their rations and other small facilities. In 

areas like Dangs in Gujarat; an intimidating atmosphere was created through 

organising Kumbh Melas (mass religious congregations).  

Now, Dharam Jagran Samiti, part of the RSS combine, has announced that they 

intend convert 100,000 Christians and Muslims every year.  

In a drive seeking donations from patrons, this organization has appealed that 

they have to incur large expenditures for the conversions. For Christians‘ to 

Hinduism it was INR 100,000 and for Muslims to Hindus it was INR 500,000. 

To cap it all in the run-up to the 50th anniversary of VHP, due next February, it 

has planned to carry out the Ghar Wapasi program on a much larger scale. 

As such, caste has a quite a central place in India in the phenomenon of 

conversion.  

There are some Christian sects, which do pronounce that they do conversions, 

but these are a small segment. The major Christian denominations point out that 

they do conversions only if asked, which is what our Constitution also provides 

for. In my own interaction with many Christians in cities and Adivasis areas, I 

realized that most of those who converted to Christianity did so due to 

interaction with missionaries over several decades. It was the help they received 

in health or education sectors, which prompted them to convert. 

We need to uphold freedom of religion on the one hand and oppose any 

conversion resorting to coercion or inducement on the other. In short: the 

communal agenda of the RSS combine needs total opposition. 

Ram Puniyani is a writer and activist. He is associated with various secular 

initiatives and also has been part of different investigation reports on the 

violation of human rights of minorities. He can be reached at 

ram.puniyani@gmail.com 

mailto:ram.puniyani@gmail.com
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CPEC and Kashmir issue 

Fahad Shah 

While the relationship between Pakistan and China is strengthening 

continuously, there is an underlying debate on how the two countries increasing 

cooperation will have an impact on the Kashmir dispute. Observers raise the 

question whether the success of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

can be useful in initiating a dialogue process for the resolution of this decades-

old dispute between Pakistan and India.  

From a political economy perspective, such a mega project could have a 

negative impact if there is no peace in the region. But, if dealt smartly, it can go 

a long way in resolving not only the Kashmir issue but also other disputes in the 

region. However, this will largely depend on how India reacts to events 

unfolding in its next-door neighbours.  

The CPEC passes through Gilgit-Baltistan, a region which India claims is part 

of their territory. The economic corridor is connected to the Karakoram 

Highway, the world-class 1,300km highway at an elevation of 4,693 metres 

which is also called the ‗eighth wonder of the world‘. Comprising a number of 

development projects, the $46 billion worth CPEC connects Pakistan and China 

through networks of roads and railways.  

It is the reason that India opposes the CPEC project, claiming that it passes 

through a disputed region.  

Majority of mainstream political parties and pro-freedom groups in India-held 

Kashmir have so far not found a connection between the CPEC and the 

Kashmir dispute. Mehbooba Mufti, the chief minister of India-held Kashmir, 

has recently suggested building of a corridor — similar to the CPEC — 

between South Asia and Central Asia with Kashmir as its nucleus. She points 

out that ―taking advantage of its geographical location, Jammu and Kashmir 

could become a nucleus towards forging a new economic alliance in the 

region‖.  

Talking about economic dynamics that could influence political issues has 

usually not been the forte of Kashmiri politicians. But perhaps the rise of China 

and the use of a territory which is considered by India as part of the disputed 

one have made politicians in the occupied valley pay attention to new 

developments in the region.  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1320621/cpec-and-kashmir-issue
https://www.dawn.com/authors/211/fahad-shah
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The prominent pro-freedom leader of Hurriyat Conference, Mirwaiz Umar 

Farooq, believes that Kashmir can become a gateway to Central Asia. In a 

recent interview, he said that in terms of larger economic activity everybody 

wanted to be part of the CPEC.  

He finds the mega project as an opportunity for the region to become part of the 

ancient Silk Route, even before the resolution of the Kashmir issue. ―Kashmir 

can be a gateway for India as well. I am sure India will also want to be a part of 

the CPEC. Coming year is going to be very interesting as economic and 

political equations are going to be changed…‖  

However, no one is giving any blueprint for such a plan, especially when India 

is continuously opposing the CPEC. India is also not happy over holding of 

elections in Gilgit-Baltistan by Pakistan, claiming that it is against the disputed 

nature of the region.  

Though China has always supported Pakistan over the Kashmir dispute, it 

wants Pakistan and India to resolve this issue through dialogue.  

Mostly people in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan believe that if 

India joins the CPEC it will benefit both countries, especially people in the 

occupied valley.  

Yasin Malik of the Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front was the first to oppose 

any change in the status of Gilgit-Baltistan. He has written a letter to Prime 

Minister Nawaz Sharif, reminding him that any change in the status of the 

region would lead India to consolidate its hold on the held Kashmir.  

In a reply, PM Sharif told Mr Malik that his concerns and suggestions were 

valuable and they were being examined with care. ―I would like to make it 

unambiguously clear that Pakistan is fully aware of the sensitivities attached to 

Gilgit-Baltistan with regard to Jammu and Kashmir dispute,‖ he had said in the 

reply to Mr Malik.  

Some observers in occupied Kashmir are of the opinion that making Kashmir 

an entry point to the CPEC may only benefit India. But at the same time they 

believe that inclusion of India in the mega project can pave the way for 

resolution of its dispute with Pakistan.  

If India decides to join the CPEC or even find a way to connect the occupied 

valley with the economic corridor, the politics of the region would take a new 
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turn. This would lead to increasing engagement between the two sides and help 

connect people through economic interests.  

The observers are of the view that such a decision would prove to be a game-

changer for the region. It would reduce political tension in South Asia and 

initiate a new chapter of economic development in the region. 

Fahad Shah is a Kashmiri journalist and writer. He is also the founder and 

editor of The Kashmir Walla. He is the editor of the anthology Of Occupation 

and Resistance: Writings from Kashmir (Tranquebar, 2013), which was listed 

by Hindustan Times among "ten most thought-provoking and intellectually 

satisfying books" of 2013, calling it "a remarkable book."  

Note:-  

The India-Pakistan row over Kashmir will not hold up Chinese projects in the 

region as the territorial issue doesn‟t relate to China, said a leading Chinese 

expert on world affairs who believes that New Delhi and Islamabad should 

resolve the problem instead of dragging Beijing into it, foreign media 

reports. This was stated by Wang Zhan, a deputy to the National People‟s 

Congress (NPC), China‟s Parliament, and president of the Shanghai Academy 

of Social Sciences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmiri_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Kashmir_Walla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindustan_Times
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Assessing India's water threat 

Fahim Zaman and Syed Muhammad Abubakar 

Blood and water can‘t flow together,‖ declared a belligerent Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on September 26, 2016 in the wake of 19 Indian 

soldiers dying in a militant attack on Uri military base, just inside Indian-

administered Kashmir. Holding Pakistan responsible for the violence, Modi 

promised to unshackle India‘s policy of ―restraint‖ — implying that India was 

now going to hurt Pakistan by choking its water supply. 

For the people of Pakistan, a nation dependent upon agriculture for its survival, 

the Indus rivers are their lifeline. As it is, Pakistan is ranked second, after 

China, in the Water Shortage Index, highlighting the vulnerability of the 

Pakistani population to frequent water shortages. Modi‘s proclamation 

generated lots of nationalistic hyperbole in the two nuclear-armed twins but 

also inflicted some damage: many on this side of the border are perturbed about 

Modi making good on his threat and stopping water supply to Pakistan.  

Can Modi turn the taps off immediately?  

 

Can Modi turn off the taps and choke Pakistan’s rivers? 

 

Not quite. 

The Indus Waters Treaty of 1960, which governs water sharing arrangements 

between India and Pakistan, outlines a framework for how either country can 

exploit water potential and how they can‘t. While the Indus Waters Treaty is 

upheld, India cannot turn the taps off — in fact, it does not have the capacity at 

the moment to do so either — but it can definitely delay the release of water 

flows. And historically, India hasn‘t been averse to using this tactic when 

relations with Pakistan turn sour. This time has been no different.  

In a story printed in the October 12 edition of Dawn, irrigation department 

officials warned of a record reduction of water levels at Head Marala in the 

Chenab. The fear is that water shortage in the river and two of its canals, 

Marala-Ravi Link Canal and Upper Chenab Canal, can adversely affect the 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1292901/assessing-indias-water-threat
https://www.dawn.com/authors/567/fahim-zaman
https://www.dawn.com/authors/4184/syed-muhammad-abubakar
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sowing of crops particularly in Sialkot, Gujrat, Gujranwala and Sheikhupura 

districts. The situation has worsened at the time of this report going into print.  

The cultivation cycle in the subcontinent is divided into two seasons: khareef 

(monsoon) and rabi (winter). Khareef sowing starts in July or even June while 

the sowing of rabi crops begins in September and October, depending upon 

glacial melts and the amount of rains. The water flows in the Indus system 

varies exponentially in different months. Up to 90 per cent of flows can be 

accounted for during July to September. 

For rabi crops such as wheat, pulses, onions, tomatoes and potatoes, timing is 

crucial. With October at an end, the record reduction of Chenab water flows can 

translate into delayed rabi sowing, which in turn will adversely impact produce 

for local consumption in the coming season and lead to price inflation.  

In practical terms, consider this: tomatoes are being sold in the market at 25 

rupees per kilo today; expect this price to rise manifold in the coming year. This 

is besides the food and income insecurity that thousands of growers in Punjab 

and Sindh will be pushed into.  

A crisis is certainly brewing.  

Beyond hyperbole and nationalistic fervour, the two South Asian giants need to 

be at the negotiating table. Normally a dispute like the one reported by Dawn 

on October 12 could have been resolved at a meeting of the Indus water 

commissioners, mandated by the Indus Waters Treaty to be held once a year. 

But the Indian assertion that these meetings will resume only once ―an 

atmosphere free of terror is established‖ spells disaster for our farmers. The 

only safeguard that the Indus Waters Treaty offered Pakistan was through the 

Permanent Indus Commission whose meetings India has been routinely flouting 

under one pretext or the other. If the situation persists, Pakistan will have no 

option but to take the matter through the cumbersome route of World Bank and 

international arbitration. All through this period, India will enjoy undue 

exploitation of water resources at the expense of the people of Pakistan. 

What can India not do? 

Caught in nationalistic fervour, hawks in the Indian media have been blaming 

their previous governments for failing to exercise a water offensive like the one 

PM Modi is intent on implementing.  
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Indeed, India can hypothetically terminate the Indus Waters Treaty and restrict 

even the rivers flowing into Pakistan through the diversion of Indus rivers 

waters. But when it comes to practice, this position remains untenable. 

The waters of the Indus rivers flow through deep gorges of the Karakoram and 

Himalayan mountains. The only way to divert water from here is to tunnel 

through hundreds of kilometres of the world‘s highest and toughest mountains.  

Granted that all technical problems have technical solutions. However such an 

undertaking would be financially prohibitive, technically extremely 

challenging, and with minimal cost-benefit ratios. The longest tunnel dug in the 

world is the Gotthard Base Tunnel to facilitate rail travel. Although it is being 

drilled for the last 22 years through the Swiss Alps, it is merely 57 kilometres 

long and has already incurred an estimated cost of 12 billion US dollars. For 

India to divert waters of the western Indus Basin Rivers for meaningful use, it 

will have to dig up to 300 kilometres of tunnels. 

As such, diverting the water going into western rivers which feed Pakistan is 

not a feasible option. 

In addition, India has remained part of the Non-Aligned Movement and prides 

itself in having contributed towards drafting many international conventions 

including the UN Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of 

International Watercourses 1997, Helsinki Rules 1966 and their Berlin 

Revisions of 2004. Politically, an attempt to scrap the Indus Waters Treaty 

would bring massive international condemnation to India.  

India‘s planned infrastructure projects: how can they affect Pakistan? 

While India may not have the capacity to turn off the taps immediately or divert 

the waters of the rivers flowing into Pakistan, it is undertaking a number of 

projects that could have an adverse impact on Pakistan‘s water availability in 

the future. 

The Indus Waters Treaty handed Pakistan the right to unrestricted use of the 

three western rivers — Indus, Chenab and Jhelum. The eastern rivers — Sutlej, 

Beas and Ravi — went to India. While the treaty allowed India to divert the 

waters of the eastern rivers, it could only tap into 3.6 MAF of water from the 

western rivers for irrigation, transport and power generation. 

Experts at the Indus River System Authority (IRSA) complain that India has 

been constructing huge water storages on all six Indus basin rivers, not just on 
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the three under its full control. For example, Baglihar and Salal on Chenab are 

already generating 450 MW/h and 690 MW/h respectively while the planned 

Bursar and Pakal hydroelectric projects also on the Chenab will produce 

1020MW and 1000 MW/h respectively. The size of the energy outputs is an 

indication of the size of the projects. Pakistan‘s Mangla, for comparison, 

generates 1000MW/h.  

In all, India is in different phases of planning or construction of some 60 

storages of varying capacity over the six Indus rivers, though analysis of 

satellite imagery obtained by Dawn suggests the number may be more [see 

map]. Technical experts in Pakistan worry that such storages will provide India 

ultimate strategic leverage of increasing or decreasing river flows during 

tensions between the two countries, even if it cannot legally divert the waters 

for its own use. 

Sheraz Memon, additional commissioner of the Indus Water Commission, 

argues that India does not have sufficient capacity to withhold the water of the 

western rivers nor it can divert them. ―But they may keep the implementation of 

the treaty at a snail‘s pace, for example through delaying the meetings of the 

Permanent Indus Commission and not providing data or information about their 

new hydroelectric plants,‖ he warns. 

There is also talk of expediting the construction of the Pakal Dul, Sawalkot, and 

Bursar dams, also in Jammu and Kashmir. Indian media reports claim that the 

Indian government might also resume work on the Tulbul Navigational Project 

— also known as Wullar Barrage — work on which began in 1985 but stopped 

soon after Pakistan lodged a formal complaint against its construction. Pakistan 

opposed the project at the time since it would have allowed India to store, 

control and divert River Jhelum, which was a clear violation of the Indus 

Waters Treaty. If completed, Tulbul will adversely affect the water storage 

potential of Mangla Dam. 

Original sins 

During 1956, Pakistani negotiators were warned by their irrigation officials and 

technical experts not to accede to Indian delegation chief ND Gulhati‘s demand 

— also supported by the World Bank — to allow India to build small storages 

over the western rivers.  

Until the signing of the treaty, the Indian predicament was that while 

Customary International Law and conventions gave them a legitimate right over 

33 MAF or 21 percent of the six Indus rivers water — corresponding to 21 per 
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cent of the Indus basin being in Indian territory — India had little room to 

utilize this water within the basin. The Indus Waters Treaty gave them an 

opportunity to divert water towards Rajasthan for irrigating over 700,000 acres 

of land which was previously bare sand dunes. 

Before the Treaty, the waters of the Ravi, Beas and Sutlej were utilised for the 

cultivation of lands as far south as Bahawalpur State. Suddenly there was no 

water for thousands of farmers on this side of the border until Tarbela Dam was 

finally opened in 1976. 

But Pakistani negotiators at the time acquiesced, on the pretext that this shared 

water would also benefit their Muslim brethren in Kashmir. Pakistani 

negotiators did not even bother to specify the size of the so-called small 

storages but agreed to India officially withdrawing up to 3.6 MAF of water for 

local use. In comparison, the current storage capacity of Mangla Dam, after 

expansion, is about 7.4 MAF. 

Given the pliancy of Pakistani negotiators at the time, the Indus Waters Treaty 

emerged as a treatise that was skewed in favour of India. Perhaps it is for this 

reason that PM Modi announced that while India will not review or abrogate 

the Indus Waters Treaty, it will exploit water under its share to the fullest. It 

will, for example, build more run-of-the-river hydropower projects on the 

western rivers and irrigate over 400,000 acres in Jammu and Kashmir.  

One thing seems certain: India will continue to build additional storages on the 

Indus rivers to store more than its allowed quota of up to 3.6 MAF of water. 

This will also provide hawks the option of delaying khareef crops in Pakistan 

from time to time. If the winters‘ torment is harsh, delay in summers sowing 

would be a national crisis. 

Looking within: what Pakistan needs to do  

There is a real danger that current Indian antics will push Pakistan towards 

construction of very large dams at Diamer and Kalabagh, displacing more 

people and adversely impacting our environment which is already in a poor 

state.  

―India is employing pressure tactics on Pakistan by announcing it will speed up 

dam construction,‖ argues Dr Pervaiz Amir, director of the Pakistan Water 

Partnership. ―Pakistan must address its own internal water security and create 

sufficient storage. India has 200 projects in hand. Saving water is a planned 

response by India, and Pakistan should follow suit.‖  
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But increasing storage capacity is not the same as storage capacity from large 

dams, which in any case is not the panacea that it is made out to be.  

During the last 69 years, Pakistan has developed three major water storages at 

Tarbela, Mangla and Chashma with a cumulative storage capacity of 12.1 MAF 

against average water flows of 133 MAF annually through the three Indus 

rivers. There have been little or no independent studies to either assess or 

address the issues of resettlement, the massive loss to the environment and 

overall economic cost due to construction of large dams. In addition, issues of 

climate change —which have only recently come to the fore — raise questions 

about the risks posed to and by large dams. Freak weather conditions, such as 

unusually intense cloudbursts, are becoming more common and have already 

resulted in threats to people living downstream of large dams.  

To add insult to injury, we have been ruthlessly pumping out underground 

water through tube wells. Such pumping is severely affecting the underground 

water levels in the country and often being replaced by saline water, adversely 

affecting agricultural output. The number of tube wells in Pakistan has risen 

from 2,400 to over 600,000 since 1960. 

While we could continue to curse the World Bank bureaucracy, American 

interests in the region and Indian cunning for having deprived the country of its 

water share, we must also look at our own wasteful attitudes towards utilization 

of available water resources as well as the politics around available water.  

Pakistan loses almost half of its existing available water through seepage in the 

irrigation system [see table]. This is a prime cause of water logging and salinity 

which are turning large areas of fertile land barren. Surely lining of water canals 

and water courses should be the first priority in saving the water we have at our 

disposal, rather than the construction of large dams. 

According to WAPDA‘s published figures, average cereal production in 

Pakistan against a metre cube of water is mere 0.13 kg. In India, the same 

amount of water yields 0.39 kg, yield in China is estimated at 0.82 kg, in the US 

1.56 kg and in Canada 8.2 kg [see table]. Clearly better management of water 

resources, efficient crop yields and serious efforts towards population control 

will be much more advantageous than building additional dams and storages 

that will ultimately result in catastrophic environmental issues and human 

resettlement crises as being faced in India and China. 

The issue of water supply does not simply concern the two nuclear-armed 

neighbours. Tahir Rasheed, CEO of the South Punjab Forest Company (SPFC) 
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and a senior environmentalist, warns that if the Indo-Pak water crisis spirals out 

of control, the friction can engulf other countries of the region as well, 

especially Afghanistan. 

 ―Afghanistan is [currently] utilising 1.8 MAF of water [from the Kabul River 

which feeds into the Indus], which is estimated to rise to 3.6 MAF in the 

future,‖ says Rasheed. ―Pakistan currently does not have any water sharing 

accord with its northwestern neighbor. But the projected increase of water use 

by Afghanistan can affect the lower riparian, Pakistan.‖ 

In conclusion 

The Indus Waters Commissioners of Pakistan and India have met every year 

since the Indus Waters Treaty came into force. The wars of 1965 and 1971, the 

Siachen and Kargil conflicts and the Mumbai attacks weren‘t able to dent it. In 

standing the test of time, the treaty has shown that it generates the least conflict 

and more cooperation between the South Asian neighbours.  

The chances of India scrapping the treaty altogether and diverting the western 

rivers are negligible to none. But one must not put past India it‘s flouting the 

spirit of the treaty and manipulating water flows to turn the screws on Pakistan. 

Pakistan‘s response, however, should not be as cavalier as when it negotiated 

the treaty, ignoring sound technical advice and short-changing itself in the 

bargain. It needs to put its own house in order on an urgent basis — by better 

utilising its existing water resources. Pakistan‘s protestations against India‘s 

perfidy will then carry far more weight. 

Syed Muhammad Abubakar is an environmental journalist with an interest in 

climate change, deforestation, food security and sustainable development. 

Fahim Zaman is a Dawn staffer. 
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The fear of Hindu Rashtra: Should India's 

Muslims keep away from electoral politics? 

Ajaz Ashraf 

Four months before the Uttar Pradesh election results sent Muslims in India 

reeling in shock, former Rajya Sabha MP Mohammed Adeeb delivered a 

speech in Lucknow, which, in hindsight, might be called prescient. 

―If Muslims don‘t wish to have the status of slaves, if they don‘t want India to 

become a Hindu rashtra, they will have to keep away from electoral politics for 

a while and, instead, concentrate on education,‖ Adeeb told an audience 

comprising mostly members of the Aligarh Muslim University‘s Old Boys 

Association. 

It isn‘t that Adeeb wanted Muslims to keep away from voting. His aim was to 

have Muslim intellectuals rethink the idea of contesting elections, of disabusing 

them of the notion that it is they who decide which party comes to power in 

Uttar Pradesh. 

Adeeb‘s suggestion, that is contrary to popular wisdom, had his audience 

gasping. This prompted him to explain his suggestion in greater detail. 

―We Muslims chose in 1947 not to live in the Muslim of Pakistan,‖ he said. ―It 

is now the turn of Hindus to decide whether they want India to become a Hindu 

rashtra or remain secular. Muslims should understand that their very presence in 

the electoral fray leads to a communal polarisation. Why?‖ 

Not one to mince words, Adeeb answered his question himself. 

―A segment of Hindus hates the very sight of Muslims,‖ he said. ―Their icon is 

Narendra Modi. But 75% of Hindus are secular. Let them fight out over the 

kind of India they want. Muslim candidates have become a red rag to even 

secular Hindus who rally behind the Bharatiya Janata Party, turning every 

election into a Hindu-Muslim one.‖ 

Later in the day, Adeeb met Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad, who was in 

Lucknow. To Adeeb, Azad asked, ―Why did you deliver such a speech?‖ 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1320457/the-fear-of-hindu-rashtra-should-indias-muslims-keep-away-from-electoral-politics
https://www.dawn.com/news/1320457/the-fear-of-hindu-rashtra-should-indias-muslims-keep-away-from-electoral-politics
https://www.dawn.com/authors/2914/ajaz-ashraf
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It was now Azad‘s turn to get a mouthful from Adeeb. He recalled asking Azad: 

―What kind of secularism is that which relies on 20% of Muslim votes? The 

Bahujan Samaj Party gets a percentage of it, as do the Samajwadi Party and the 

Congress.‖ 

At this, Azad invited Adeeb, who was elected to the Rajya Sabha from Uttar 

Pradesh, to join the Congress. Adeeb rebuffed the offer saying, ―First get the 

secular Hindus together before asking me to join.‖ 

Spectre of a Hindu rashtra 

A day after the Uttar Pradesh election results sent a shockwave through the 

Muslim community, Adeeb was brimming with anger. He said, ―Syed Ahmed 

Bukhari [the so-called Shahi Imam of Delhi‘s Jama Masjid] came to me with a 

question: ‗Why aren‘t political parties courting me for Muslim votes?‘ I advised 

him to remain quiet, to not interfere in politics.‖ Nevertheless, Bukhari went on 

to announce that Muslims should vote the Bahujan Samaj Party. 

―Look at the results,‖ Adeeb said angrily. ―But for Jatavs, Yadavs, and a 

segment of Jats, most Hindus voted [for] the Bharatiya Janata Party.‖ His anger 

soon segued into grief and he began to sob, ―I am an old man. I don‘t want to 

die in a Hindu rashtra.‖ 

Though Adeeb has been nudging Muslims to rethink their political role through 

articles in Urdu newspapers, the churn among them has only just begun. It is 

undeniably in response to the anxiety and fear gripping them at the BJP‘s 

thumping victory in this politically crucial state. 

After all, Uttar Pradesh is the site where the Hindutva pet projects of cow-

vigilantism, love jihad, and ghar wapsi have been executed with utmost 

ferocity. All these come in the backdrop of the grisly 2013 riots of 

Muzaffarnagar, which further widened the Hindu-Muslim divide inherited from 

the Ram Janmabhoomi movement of the 1990s and even earlier, from Partition. 

Between these two cataclysmic events, separated by 45 years, Uttar Pradesh 

witnessed manifold riots, each shackling the future to the blood-soaked past. 

I spoke to around 15 Muslims, not all quoted here, each of whom introspected 

deeply. So forbidding does the future appear to them that none even alluded to 

the steep decline in the number of Muslim MLAs, down from the high of 69 

elected in 2012 to just 24 in the new Uttar Pradesh Assembly. 
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A relative holds a photograph of Mohammad Akhlaq in the village of Bisada 

near Delhi. Akhlaq was lynched by a mob in September 2015 after rumours that 

he had eaten beef. (Photo credit: AFP)  

They, in their own ways, echoed Adeeb, saying that the decline in 

representation of Muslims was preferable to having the Sangh Parivar rule over 

them with the spectre of Hindutva looming. 

―Muslims need to become like the Parsis or, better still, behave the way the 

Chinese Indians do in Kolkata,‖ said poet Munawwar Rana. ―They focus on 

dentistry or [their] shoe business, go out to vote on polling day and return to 

work.‖ 

He continued: ―And Muslims?‖ They hold meetings at night, cook deghs (huge 

vessels) of biryani, and work themselves into a frenzy. ―They think the burden 

of secularism rests on their shoulders,‖ said Rana. ―Educate your people and 

make them self-reliant.‖ 

Readers would think Adeeb, Rana and others are poor losers, not generous 

enough to credit the BJP‘s overwhelming victory in Uttar Pradesh to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi‘s development programme. In that case, readers 

should listen to Sudhir Panwar, the Samajwadi Party candidate from Thana 

Bhawan in West Uttar Pradesh, who wrote for Scroll in last week on the 

communal polarisation he experienced during his campaign. 

In Thana Bhawan, there were four principal candidates – Suresh Rana, accused 

in the Muzaffarnagar riots, stood on the BJP ticket; Javed Rao on the Rashtriya 

Lok Dal‘s; Abdul Rao Waris on the Bahujan Samaj Party‘s, and Panwar on the 

Samajwadi Party‘s. It was thought that the anger of Jats against the BJP would 

prevent voting on religious lines in an area where the Muslim-Hindu divide 

runs deep. 

This perhaps prompted Rana to play the Hindu card, and the Muslims who were 

more inclined to the Rashtriya Lok Dal switched their votes to the Bahujan 

Samaj Party, believing that its Dalit votes would enhance the party‘s heft to 

snatch Thana Bhawan. 

Communal polarisation 

Sample how different villages voted along communal lines. 

https://scroll.in/article/831276/up-election-2017-i-witnessed-communal-polarisation-first-hand-writes-a-samajwadi-party-candidate
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In the Rajput-dominated Hiranwada, the Bahujan Samaj Party bagged 14 votes, 

the Rashtriya Lok Dal not a single vote, the Samajwadi Party seven, and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party a whopping 790. 

In Bhandoda, a village where the Brahmins are landowners and also dominate 

its demography, followed by Dalits, the Bahujan Samaj Party secured 156 

votes, the Rashtriya Lok Dal zero, the Samajwadi Party nine, and the Bharatiya 

Janata Party 570. 

In the Muslim-dominated Jalalabad, the Bahujan Samaj Party received 453 

votes, the Rashtriya Lok Dal 15, the Samajwadi Party six and the Bharatiya 

Janata Party 23. 

In Pindora, where Jats are 35% and Muslims around 30% of the population, the 

Bahujan Samaj Party polled 33 votes, the Rashtriya Lok Dal 482, the 

Samajwadi Party 33, and the Bharatiya Janata Party 278, most of which is said 

to have come from the lower economically backward castes. 

In Devipura, where the Kashyaps are numerous, the Bahujan Samaj Party got 

86 votes, the Rashtriya Lok Dal 42, the Samajwadi Party one and the Bharatiya 

Janata Party 433. 

In Oudri village, where the Jatavs are in the majority, the Bahujan Samaj Party 

bagged 343 votes, the Rashtriya Lok Dal 15, the Samajwadi Party 12, and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party 22. 

This voting pattern was replicated in village after village. Broadly, the Jat votes 

split between the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Rashtriya Lok Dal, the Muslim 

votes consolidated behind the Bahujan Samaj Party, with the Samajwadi Party 

getting a slim share in it, the Jatavs stood solidly behind the Bahujan Samaj 

Party, and all others simply crossed over to the Bharatiya Janata Party. The 

BJP‘s Suresh Rana won the election from Thana Bhawan. 

―Can you call this election?‖ asked Panwar rhetorically. ―It is Hindu-Muslim 

war through the EVM [Electronic Voting Machine].‖ Panwar went on to echo 

Adeeb: ―I feel extremely sad when I say that Muslims will have to keep away 

from contesting elections. This seems to be the only way of ensuring that 

elections don‘t turn into a Hindu-Muslim one.‖ 

The Bahujan Samaj Party‘s Waris differed. ―Is it even practical?‖ he asked. 

―But yes, Muslims should keep a low profile.‖ 
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Women in Kairana village queue to cast their vote during the first phase of the 

Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections on February 11. (Photo credit: Reuters)  

Hindu anger against Muslims 

For sure, Muslims feel that the binary of secularism-communalism has put them 

in a bind. Lawyer Mohd Shoaib, who heads the Muslim Rihai Manch, pointed 

to the irony of it. ―For 70 years, we Muslims have fought against 

communalism,‖ he said. ―But it has, nevertheless, grown by 70 times.‖ 

Indeed, those with historical perspective think Uttar Pradesh of 2017 mirrors 

the political ambience that existed there between 1938 and 1946 – a seemingly 

unbridgeable Hindu-Muslim divide, a horrifyingly communalised public 

discourse, and a contest for power based on mobilisation along religious lines. 

Among them is Mohammad Sajjad, professor of history at Aligarh Muslim 

University. ―The 69 MLAs in the last Assembly was bound to, and did, raise 

eyebrows,‖ he said. 

But what irks Hindus even more is that Muslims constitute nearly one-third of 

all members in panchayats and local urban bodies. ―It is they who have become 

a sore point with Hindus,‖ said Sajjad. ―When they see Muslim panchayat 

members become examples of the rags-to-riches story, the majority community 

feels aggrieved. It is not that Hindu panchayat members are less corrupt. But 

every third panchayat member being Muslim has given credibility to the 

narrative that Muslims are being favoured.‖ 

The Hindu angst against Muslim empowerment is also on account of both the 

Bahujan Samaj Party and the Samajwadi Party being popularly perceived to be 

indifferent to the aspirations of certain subaltern social groups. For instance, it 

is this indifference that has led to non-Jatav Dalits and most backward castes, 

clubbed under the Other Backward Classes for reservations, to leave the 

Bahujan Samaj Party, as non-Yadav middle castes have left the Samajwadi 

Party. They did so in response to Mayawati turning hers into primarily the party 

of Jatavs, and the Samajwadi Party pursuing the Yadavisation of the 

administration. 

―These aspirational Hindu groups are angry with the SP [Samajwadi Party] and 

the BSP [Bahujan Samaj Party],‖ said Sajjad. ―Their anger against them also 

turned into anger against Muslims.‖ This is because it is popularly felt that the 

support of Muslims to the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Samajwadi Party brings 
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them to power, turning these parties callously indifferent to the aspirations of 

other groups. 

It is to neutralise the efficacy of Muslim votes, and also to teach their parties of 

choice a lesson, that these aspirational groups have flocked to the BJP. ―This is 

why the very presence of Muslims in the political arena has become 

problematic for Hindus,‖ Sajjad said. 

So then, should Muslims take Adeeb‘s cue and retreat from the political arena 

or at least keep a low profile? 

Sajjad replied, ―Go ahead and vote the party of your choice. But after that, play 

the role of a citizen. If people don‘t get electricity, protest with others. You 

can‘t be forgiving of those for whom you voted only because they can keep the 

BJP out of power. This is what angers aspirational Hindu social groups.‖ 

.  

Indeed, it does seem a travesty of justice and democracy that Muslims should 

rally behind the Samajwadi Party in Muzaffarnagar after the riots there. Or that 

they voted for the Bahujan Samaj Party in Thana Bhawan in such large 

numbers even though Mayawati didn‘t even care to visit the Muslim families 

who suffered unduly during the riots. 

Introspection and self-criticism 

Like Sajjad‘s, most narratives of Muslims have a strong element of self-

criticism. Almost all vented their ire against Muslim clerics. Did they have to 

direct Muslims which party they should vote for? Didn‘t they know their 

recklessness would trigger a Hindu polarisation? 

Unable to fathom their irresponsible behaviour, some plump for conspiracy 

theories. It therefore doesn‘t come as a surprise to hear Obaidullah Nasir, editor 

of the Urdu newspaper Avadhnama, say, ―They take money from the Bharatiya 

Janata Party to create confusion among Muslims. I got abused for writing this. 

But how else can you explain their decision to go public with their instructions 

to Muslims?‖ 

Poet Ameer Imam, who teaches in a college in the Muslim-dominated Sambhal 

constituency said, ―Muslims will have to tell the maulanas that their services 

are required in mosques, not in politics. When Muslims applaud their rabble 

rousers, can they complain against those in the BJP?‖ 
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To this, add another question: When Mayawati spoke of Dalit-Muslim unity, 

didn‘t Muslims think it would invite a Hindu backlash? 

Most will assume, as I did too, that Muslims fear the communal cauldron that 

Uttar Pradesh has become will be kept on the boil. But this is not what worries 

them. Not because they think the Bharatiya Janata Party in power will change 

its stripes, but because they fear Muslims will feel so cowered that they will 

recoil, and live in submission. ―Our agony arises from being reduced to second-

class citizens, of becoming politically irrelevant,‖ said journalist Asif Burney. 

True, members of the Muslim community are doing a reality-check and are 

willing to emerge from the fantasy world in which they thought that they 

decided which party won an election. The Uttar Pradesh results have rudely 

awakened them to the reality of being a minority, of gradually being reduced to 

political insignificance, and their status as an equal citizen – at least in their 

imagination – challenged and on the way to being undermined. 

But this does not mean they wish to enter yet another world of fantasy, which 

journalist and Union minister MJ Akbar held out to them in the piece he penned 

for the Times of India on March 12. Akbar wrote, ―…this election was not 

about religion; it was about India, and the elimination of its inherited curse, 

poverty. It was about good governance 

One of those whom I spoke to laughed uproariously on hearing me repeat 

Akbar‘s lines. So you can say that with them believing their future is darkled, 

Muslims at least haven‘t lost their humour. 

Ajaz Ashraf is a journalist in Delhi. His novel, The Hour Before Dawn, has as 

its backdrop the demolition of the Babri Masjid.  
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The Afghan graveyard 

Munir Akram 

AFGHANS often proudly refer to their country as ―the graveyard of empires‖. 

Today, unfortunately, it has become just a graveyard. The latest UN Report on 

Afghanistan chronicles the large and escalating human toll of its prolonged war. 

Afghanistan has also emerged as the primary source of regional instability. 

The major catalysts for the current chaos in Afghanistan were: the 1979 Soviet 

intervention; the subsequent rise of religious extremism and terrorism; and the 

two wars fought by the US in Afghanistan — the first to support religious 

extremists against the Soviet Union and the second against the spawn of these 

extremists i.e. Al Qaeda and the Afghan Taliban. 

After 15 years, the loss of thousands of lives and the expenditure of hundreds of 

billions of dollars, the US and its allies have been unable to eliminate Al Qaeda 

or defeat the Taliban. The unending violence unleashed by the ‗war on terror‘ 

has, if anything intensified the terrorist threat from Afghanistan.  

US president Obama wanted to cut US losses and leave Afghanistan. He was 

prevented by his generals from doing so. They could not admit to being stymied 

by ragtag religious militants. They blamed Pakistani ‗safe havens‘ and duplicity 

for their failure and pressed Pakistan to fight their fight. This remains the 

Washington consensus.  

The continued presence of the US-NATO forces in Afghanistan serves several 

unstated goals: to prevent the collapse of the US-installed Kabul regime; to 

exert pressure on Pakistan and Iran in the context of counter-proliferation and 

other US regional objectives; to counter the rising influence of Russia and 

China in Afghanistan and the region.  

 

Most of the TTP and Afghan Taliban have moved to the vast ungoverned 

areas of Afghanistan. 

 

Pakistan was a willing ally in America‘s first Afghan war and a reluctant one in 

the second. The 2001 US invasion pushed many of the Afghan Taliban (as well 

as Al Qaeda terrorists) into Pakistan. Pakistan‘s unpopular alliance with the US, 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1318442/the-afghan-graveyard
https://www.dawn.com/authors/368/munir-akram
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and its early military operations in South Waziristan, fed extremism and 

eventually led to the creation of the so-called Pakistani Taliban (TTP). 

Pakistan‘s initial actions in Swat and Fata were mainly against the TTP. But the 

Zarb-i-Azb operation in North Waziristan enveloped all the militant groups 

located there, including the Afghan Taliban and the Haqqani network. 

Most of the TTP and Afghan Taliban fighters have now moved to the vast 

ungoverned areas of Afghanistan. Although the ‗good‘ and ‗bad‘ Taliban 

distinction has been derided, there is a clear difference between the Afghan 

Taliban and the TTP. The Afghan Taliban have a feasible political agenda: to 

secure or share power in Afghanistan. The TTP espouses the nihilistic aim of 

overthrowing the Pakistani state. The Afghan Taliban do not attack Pakistan; 

the TTP does — with the sponsorship of Afghan and Indian intelligence. The 

TTP is now also allied with the militant Islamic State group whereas the 

Afghan Taliban are fighting it. 

IS has announced the extension of its ‗caliphate‘ to the ‗Khorasan province‘ 

(encompassing Afghanistan and parts of Pakistan and Iran). It has found 

recruits mainly from the ranks of TTP, Al Qaeda, the Islamic Movement of 

Uzbekistan and the East Turkmenistan Islamic Movement (ETIM).  

The emergence of IS in Afghanistan and its attacks in Pakistan have alarmed 

Iran, Russia, China and the Central Asian states. They fear that IS will use 

Afghanistan as a springboard to spread terrorism across the region. 

Iran sees IS, with its extremist Sunni ideology, as a mortal enemy which it is 

fighting in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere. As the ‗enemy of its enemy‘, Iran has 

reportedly extended support to the Afghan Taliban. (Mullah Mansour was 

killed in Balochistan after visiting Iran). 

Moscow has also established contacts with the Afghan Taliban. Russia recently 

hosted consultations on Afghanistan with Pakistan and China. It was only after 

protests from Kabul and New Delhi that they were invited to a subsequent 

meeting in Moscow. The US was not invited to either consultation. Russia is 

strongly suspicious of the US relationship with IS. Iran has openly accused the 

US of ‗creating‘ IS. 

China is also concerned because ETIM is associated with the TTP and now 

with IS. Apart from preventing destabilisation of Xinjiang province, China also 

wants to ensure that the threats emanating from Afghanistan do not disrupt the 

implementation of President Xi Jinping‘s ambitious One-Belt One-Road 

project, especially the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 
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India has sought for decades to confront Pakistan with a two-front threat. The 

2002 installation of the Northern Alliance-led regime in Kabul revived that 

possibility. As openly admitted by the Indian national security adviser, Ajit 

Doval, India is using Afghan territory to destabilise Pakistan by sponsoring 

TTP terrorism and Baloch insurgents. Despite the visible alliance between the 

TTP and IS, India will not easily give up its ‗assets‘ in Afghanistan nor reverse 

its strategy. On the contrary, if the cross-border attacks on Pakistan are stopped, 

India‘s former army chief has advocated unleashing unrestrained violence 

within Pakistan by having ―Pakistanis kill Pakistanis‖.  

Appeasing Narendra Modi‘s India will not avert India‘s plans for widespread 

subversion and terrorism in Pakistan. This can be achieved by decisive action 

against the TTP and the eradication of India‘s ‗sleeper cells‘ within Pakistan.  

The timely ECO summit in Islamabad demonstrated India‘s failure to isolate 

Pakistan. The summit‘s declaration illustrated the growing regional consensus 

that sustainable regional security requires an end to the Afghan chaos and that 

IS and its allies, like the TTP, must be opposed and eliminated. 

The incoming Trump administration is now the wild card in the endeavour to 

create durable security in the region. Apart from its hostility towards Iran, the 

new administration has not pronounced its policies on Afghanistan, Pakistan or 

the region. Pakistan and other concerned states must seek to convince 

Washington that, one, peace in Afghanistan can be achieved only through a 

negotiated settlement between Kabul and the Afghan Taliban; two, IS and its 

associates, including the TTP, are the primary threat to the security and stability 

of Afghanistan and the region; and, three, India and its Afghan collaborators 

must be persuaded to terminate their support to these terrorists. 

The current Afghan chaos was created by unilateral military interventions. 

Ending it needs active international cooperation.  

The writer is a former Pakistan ambassador to the UN. 
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Building a Hindu Nation        

A Study On The Assertion Of The Hindutva Politics Through Physical 

Space  

Aabha J 

A huge uproar sprang over social media after the new station between 

Jogeshwari and Goregaon, two suburban stations of Mumbai, was named Ram 

Mandir, popularly known as Oshiwara. The progressive and liberal forces 

smashed the reactionary decision of the BPJ led Maharashtra Government for 

its decision to name the platform as Ram Mandir as it was a representation of 

not just the fundamentalist Hindutva politics but was also a representation of 

the communal polarisation and the subsequent violence in 1992 after the 

demolition of the Babri Masjid. 

Mumbai, a metropolitan city, is inhabited by diverse socio-cultural, political, 

economic groups which have been claiming and reclaiming these spaces to 

establish a relationship with the city and to also find a space to assert it. The 

question which arose through this debate mainly centred around the imposition 

of the right wing politics on reshaping the identity of a physical space. 

Through this article, an attempt is being made to trace the political assertion of 

HIndutva politics by its representations in physical spaces. 

The construction of the notorious Akshardham temple in Delhi in 2000 is a 

standing example of the assertion of the Hindutva politics. The construction of 

the temple saw a lot of resistance from activists from across the state, as it 

would completely violate the environmental norms. The construction of  this 

temple received support from the then elected NDA government, which 

occupied the centre. NDA has been infamous or quite the opposite for its far 

right, Hindutva politics. Despite the efforts of the activists the temple stands tall 

today in the heart of the city. The construction of the Akshardham temple was 

strategically built to promote its religious ideology and political agenda. 

Such architectural sites are constructed to tactically push religious revivalism 

along with a nationalistic ideology. Campaigns in relation to the construction of 

the temple had instrumentally been engineered to demonise any architectural 

heritage of the Mughals and the British. This hegemonic and singular identity 

propagation of a physical space replaces the heterogenous nature of a space 

which is home to diverse cultures. 

http://www.countercurrents.org/2017/02/28/building-a-hindu-nation-a-study-on-the-assertion-of-the-hindutva-politics-through-physical-space/
http://www.countercurrents.org/author/aabha-j/
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This process of hegemonization and appropriation has been a tool to propagate 

the political agenda of the politically dominant classes. The process of 

reimagining, transforming and then representing a narrative of a space is 

categorically planned and implemented with a larger political vision which is 

viewed and observed as a worldview of those who believe in that particular 

rhetoric. 

This phenomenon has been closely observed by Madhuri Desai, in her paper 

‗Mosques, Temples and Orientalists. Hegemonic Imaginations in Banaras‘ 

published in 2003 by the ‗Traditional Dwellings and Settle Reviews‘. The paper 

historically traces the transformed secular character of the city as a largely, 

‗Hindu City‘ with its relation to the Shaivite Hindu tradition. She narrates this 

through the archaeological accounts of city‘s secular history, for instance her 

description of the construction of adjacent temples and mosques which would 

hold great religious significance, reiterate the secular nature of the city of 

Banaras. 

Twisted historical narratives which were presented as factuality, created an 

image of Banaras as a Hindu City. These narratives, mostly driven by the fear 

of Islamisation, had become the representations of the urban space. In her 

paper, Madhuri mentions pictorial and textual representations of the city 

reiterating the Hindu character of the city. 

The fear  of  ―Islamisation‖ has been a well known conjecture for the right-wing 

politics, not just in India but also across the globe which can been observed 

with the growing fascist trends. With Trump signing executive orders banning 

Muslims Visas from seven countries can be seen as  just one isolated incident of 

many in the nascent times. 

The politics of fear and hatred has very well been manifesting itself in India too. 

These manifestations have found subdued ways to creep into the larger 

communal rhetoric. The recent of them being the changing of the name of a 

very famous street, Akbar road to Maharana Pratap Marg in Delhi. 9 months 

after renaming the Aurangzeb road to APJ Abdul Kalam road, New Delhi 

Municipal Corporation decided to rename the street in May last year as the 

NDMC Commissioner believed that the ‗rajput king‘ wasn‘t given his due. This 

decision saw some disagreement from members of the AAP and Congress but 

then ultimately the road was renamed. The act of changing the name of the 

street deprives its people a sense of history. But these exactly are the categorical 

efforts practiced to reclaim the spaces to push their communal and political 

agenda. It is to be noted that the activity of changing the name has got more to 

do with cleansing and over-writing history than it is about given, ‗rajput kings‘ 

their well deserved credit. Similarly names have been changed to de-Anglicise 

the colonial heritage of the country. 
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In Mumbai much efforts have been made to sway the local sentiment by 

renaming the streets, museums and even the name of the city. The only 

structure that remained untouched is the gateway of India which marks the first 

entry of the British colonisers in the country. Now known as the Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Terminus was renamed from Victoria Terminus. The obsession of the 

politicians of Maharashtra to rename spaces in Mumbai to its glorified king 

Shivaji, reflects the renaming of the museum Prince of Wales to Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya. Not just the far right politicians, in the 

context of Mumbai, the politicians who align with the local party popularly 

known as the Shiv Sena, but also the efforts made by Congress led Corporation 

to reclaim the spaces by Indianising them. Identified as toponymic populism by 

Smruti Koppikar in her article published by the popular media house called 

scroll, expressed a staunch critique of the current Chief Minister, Devendra 

Fadnavis for his political gimmick to change the names of six stations in 

Mumbai. 

After observing the few isolated incidents above a few trends have emerged. 

The first being the efforts of hegemonization of the identity of the city, which 

disturbs the heterogenous character of an urban space. Not just that but also the 

over written histories and transformation of the secular ethics of the cities have 

been successfully invisibilized and cleansed off any Islamic and Colonial 

history.  This process of cleansing is used as an instrument to propel a larger 

political vision. This is reinforced by infusing and breeding on the politics of 

fear and xenophobia. This sentiment creates a sense of insecurity amongst the 

masses making them susceptible to these transformed rhetorics. This sentiment 

is also manipulated to sway a chunk of votes for retaining or occupying a 

political stronghold. 

With the emerging debates on nationalism and the assertion of the patriotic 

identity, it becomes even more pressing to closely engage with the nuances of 

the assertion of the identity of the spaces where these rhetorics finds its 

profound manifestations. 

Aabha J. is a pursuing her Master‟s degree in Tata Institute of Social Sciences 

in the School of Social Work in Dalit and Tribal Studies 
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What Pakistan‟s return to Saudi orbit 

means 

M K Bhadrakumar 

The testimony before the US Senate Armed Services Committee on March 9 by 

General Joseph Votel, chief of the US Central Command, titled ―The Posture of 

U.S. Central Command‖ contains some revealing remarks about the Pentagon‘s 

outlook on the security situation prevailing in the region to India‘s immediate 

northwest, the arc extending from Afghanistan to the Persian Gulf. 

Of course, India does not come under the purview of the Central Command in 

the Pentagon‘s division of labour, but Pakistan does. So do Iran and Saudi 

Arabia. If Gen. Votel‘s testimony, reflecting the Pentagon thinking, transmutes 

as the policies of the Donald Trump administration, a serious review of 

Pakistan‘s regional policies may have become necessary. Simply put, the US‘ 

regional policies in the Persian Gulf region are becoming ―kinetic‖, as the 

Pentagon jargon would put it. 

Pakistani military may have sensed it already and the necessary policy 

adjustments could be in the offing. To my mind, the Pakistani deployment of a 

brigade of ―combat troops‖ in Saudi Arabia to protect the kingdom‘s southern 

border with Yemen itself could be reflective of the shift in the geopolitics of the 

Persian Gulf region and Pakistan‘s adjustments with emergent realities in the 

Trump era. 

Gen. Votel spoke very harshly about Iran and threatened that the US keeps Iran 

in its crosshairs and may even be open to an eyeball-to-eyeball with Iran in a 

military standoff in the Straits of Hormuz with a view to browbeating Tehran 

and supplementing Washington‘s diplomatic pressures on other templates to 

force the Iranian leadership to radically change course in their regional policies. 

In a manner of speaking, Gen. Votel has recommended that the US should 

pursue proactive coercive diplomacy vis-à-vis Iran while remaining open to 

engaging the Iranian leadership in a supplementary conversation on a parallel 

track. 

How this dangerous pirouette, which is multi-faceted, is going to unfold 

remains to be seen, because the US and Iran also come face to face in the 

conflicts in Iraq and Syria, where they happen to be more or less on the same 

page even if in a limited way in regard of defeating the Islamic State and al-

Qaeda. (The battle for Mosul in Iraq testifies to it.) 

http://blogs.rediff.com/mkbhadrakumar/2017/03/15/what-pakistans-return-to-saudi-orbit-means/
http://blogs.rediff.com/mkbhadrakumar/2017/03/15/what-pakistans-return-to-saudi-orbit-means/
http://blogs.rediff.com/mkbhadrakumar/author/bhadrakumaranrediffmailcom/
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/exclusive-pakistan-sends-combat-troops-saudi-southern-border-248886071
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/exclusive-pakistan-sends-combat-troops-saudi-southern-border-248886071
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However, one other thing that Gen. Votel mentioned was that the US will 

remain supportive of the Saudi-led military campaign against the Houthis in 

Yemen. Importantly, he underscored, 

 While the United States is not directly involved in the civil war, we are 

providing limited assistance to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)-

led coalition in an effort to help protect their territorial integrity and 

sovereign borders. Huthi forces have seized and attacked military 

border outposts inside KSA territory and continue to occupy Saudi 

lands. Ballistic missile attacks launched from Yemen have struck deep 

into the country causing casualties and potentially threatening the 

Islamic holy sites in Mecca. We will continue to work to resolve the 

conflict as an ending to the war through a comprehensive political 

agreement provides the surest security of Saudi‘s Arabia‘s border and 

territorial integrity. 

 Until the war is over, we will continue to assist Saudi Arabia in its 

efforts to defend against these attacks and restore the territorial 

integrity of their country. 

Clearly, the US Central Command has a tough mandate to fulfil here insofar as 

putting American boots on the ground in Saudi Arabia is simply unthinkable – 

it was the issue over which, after all, Osama bin Laden had walked out of the 

CIA orbit. On the other hand, the Pentagon is not unaware either that the Saudi 

armed forces which couldn‘t withstand the Houthi‘s guerrilla raids lacks the 

capacity to defend the kingdom‘s southern borders. 

So, a tricky question arises: Whom does Gen. Votel work with as interlocutor 

on the ground in the southern regions of Saudi Arabia to ensure that the 

kingdom‘s territorial integrity is intact by vacating the Houthi occupation of its 

borderlands? 

The answer is rather self-evident – General Raheel Sharif, former Pakistani 

army chief whom King Salman of Saudi Arabia has thoughtfully chosen as the 

head of the so-called Islamic Military Alliance (with the approval of the GHQ 

in Rawalpindi.) Suffice it to say, Pakistani military deployment in Saudi Arabia 

is an imperative necessity for the Central Command‘s overall strategy. (By the 

way, Saudi government has bestowed exceptional diplomatic status and 

privileges on General Raheel and his family members.) 

To be sure, Pakistani military leadership is perfectly well aware of the 

advantages accruing to it out of the deployment to Saudi Arabia. Pakistan is 

taking a calculated risk of annoying Iran by wading into the Saudi-Houthi 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1306798
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/192241-Saudi-Arabia-issues-three-year-multiple-visa-for-Gen-r-Raheel-Sharif-and-his-wife
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/192241-Saudi-Arabia-issues-three-year-multiple-visa-for-Gen-r-Raheel-Sharif-and-his-wife
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conflict (albeit indirectly) but an assessment has probably been made by the 

GHQ in Rawalpindi that it is a risk every bit worth taking. 

Again, the public opinion in Pakistan is known to be militating against 

entanglement in conflicts involving Muslim countries, especially between Saudi 

Arabia and Iran. But it is unlikely that the Pakistani military would take kindly 

to any surge of public opinion calling into question the military deployment in 

Saudi Arabia, which likely involves a combat mission to push back at the 

Houthi militia from Yemen (whom Saudi Arabia brands as ―terrorists‖.) 

What is the quid pro quo that Pakistan can expect? At its most obvious level, 

Saudis will loosen their purse strings and be willing to generously help Pakistan 

with oil and money, and reciprocal political and diplomatic support on areas of 

vital interest to Pakistan such as Kashmir problem. Secondly, Pakistan will no 

doubt expect King Salman not to get too close to India. In collateral terms, 

arguably, the deployment in Saudi Arabia slams the door shut on any 

significant Iranian participation in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

Tehran will feel claustrophobic, no doubt.  All in all, therefore, Saudis will 

greatly appreciate that Pakistan is willing to stand up and be counted in the 

event of a US-Iranian standoff in the Persian Gulf region. 

However, the bottom line is that Pakistan will also expect the Pentagon to 

appreciate that it is willing to once again step forward and pick up the threads 

from where they were abandoned by the US when the Cold War era ended. 

Pakistan hopes to gain in gravitas as a regional power in the American calculus, 

willing to serve US geo-strategies in the Persian Gulf. It is a smart thing to do 

even as the Trump era in US foreign policies is about to commence. 
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Bhakti and Sufi: Uniting humanity in India 

and Pakistan 

Ram Puniyani 

In contemporary times, religion and religious identity is being used as cover for 

political agenda. Be it terrorist violence or sectarian nationalism in various 

parts of the world, religion is used to mask underlying politics.  

Where once there was talk of separation of religion and politics many decades 

earlier, our current age is swinging in the opposite direction, more so in South 

Asia.  

This is unfortunate, because keeping the problematic relation between state, 

politics and religion aside, there are some traditions within the major religions 

that have broad universal appeal that could help us progress as a whole.  

The Sufi and Bhakti tradition in Pakistan and India are two such trends from 

within Islam and Hinduism respectively that are focused more on the unity of 

humanity as a whole, overcoming sectarian divides.  

The saints from these traditions had massive appeal among people of different 

religions and they were away from the centers of power, unlike the clergy. 

We have seen rich traditions of people like Kabir, Tukaram, Narsi Mehta, 

Shankar Dev, Lal Dedh, clearly from within the Hindu tradition, while 

Nizamuddin Auliya, Moinuddin Chishti, Tajuddin Baba Auliya Ajan Pir, 

Nooruddin Noorani (also known as Nund Rishi) coming from a clear Sufi 

tradition and Satya Pir, Ramdev Baba Pir, having a mixed lineage, where 

Bhakti and Sufi themselves are deeply intertwined. 

Sant Guru Nanak did try a conscious mixing of the two major religions of India. 

He traveled up to Makkah to learn the wisdom of Islam and went to Kashi to 

unravel the spiritual moral aspects of Hinduism. His first follower was Mardan; 

and Miyan Mir was the one who was respectfully invited to lay the foundations 

of the Golden Temple of the holy Sikh Shrine.  

Guru Granth Sahib has an inclusive approach to religious wisdom. No wonder 

people referred to him as, „Baba Nanak Sant Fakir, Hindu ka Guru Musalman 

ka Pir‟ (Saint Nanak is a saint for Hindus and a pir for Muslims).  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1179527/bhakti-and-sufi-uniting-humanity-in-india-and-pakistan
https://www.dawn.com/news/1179527/bhakti-and-sufi-uniting-humanity-in-india-and-pakistan
https://www.dawn.com/authors/4037/ram-puniyani
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Today, while global discussion on religion has been centered on its divisive 

effects, a renewed interest in Sufi tradition is heartening.  

Sufism has been prominent in South Asia for the last 10 centuries. The word 

Sufi means a coarse wool fabric, the type worn by Sufi mystics. It has strong 

elements of mysticism, giving no importance to rituals, aimed at an 

understanding of the divine by transcending anthropomorphic understandings. 

This is similar to the belief held by Bhakti saints also. 

In the beginning, the orthodox sects started persecuting them but later 

compromises were struck. The Sufis formed the orders of roving monks, 

dervishes. People of all religions, in many countries, frequent their shrines, and 

this again is similar to the Bhakti saints, who have a vast following among 

people of different religions. 

In parallel, Bhakti is probably the most outstanding example of the subaltern 

trend in India's religious history.  

The Bhakti saints came from different streams of society, particularly low caste. 

Bhakti opposed the institutionalisation of religion, tried to decentralise it, and 

declared that religion is a private matter.  

It gave respectability to the separation of state power and religion and merged 

the concept of God worship with the process of gaining knowledge; travails of 

poor people are the focus of the Bhakti saints‘ work.  

The Bhakti traditions gave respectability to many low castes, posing a challenge 

to the upper caste hegemony; this tradition had an inclusive approach towards 

Muslims as well. 

The Bhakti tradition opposed the rituals, hegemony of the elite of society. They 

adopted the languages more popular with the masses. Also, they talked of one 

God. In India, in particular, Hindu-Muslim unity has been a principal concern 

expressed by many of the saints from this tradition. 

In the subcontinent, during the freedom movement, the declining sections of 

society, Rajas, Nawabs, Land lords threw out Muslim and Hindu Communalism 

to begin with.  

This nationalism in the name of religion had nothing to do with morality of 

religions, it was merely a use of religions' identity for political goals. In the 
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national movements, we had people like Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 

who were religious but opposed religious nationalism. 

The essence of the Sufi and Bhakti tradition are reminders to us that the 

spiritual-moral part of religion has been undermined in current times.  

The inclusive, humane nature of these traditions needs to be upheld and the 

divisive-exclusionary versions of religions have to be ignored for humanity to 

progress. 
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India's angry Dalits rise against age-old 

caste prejudices 

AP 

NEW DELHI: The video footage posted on social media by India's self-

proclaimed cow saviors was brutal.  

It showed four bare-chested men tied with ropes to a car, flinching as an angry 

group of men took turns beating them with wooden sticks, belts and iron rods. 

Their crime: skinning a dead cow.  

The savage beating of the men ─ all "Dalits" from the lowest rung of India's 

caste hierarchy ─ in the small town of Una in the western state of Gujarat last 

month stirred outrage across the country.  

The men were beaten by a group of upper-caste men, highlighting how the rigid 

social hierarchy persists more than 65 years after India instituted laws banning 

caste discrimination.  

Every day, newspapers are awash with stories of injustices against Dalits and 

their oppression by upper-caste Hindus.  

In this July 20, 2016 file photo, Members of India's low-caste Dalit community 

block traffic and shout slogans in Ahmadabad, India. ─AP  

Among the attacks on Dalits in the past month: a 13-year-old girl who was 

beaten up for drinking from a temple water pump; a Dalit team in the traditional 

Indian sport of kabaddi attacked by a rival upper-caste squad for winning a 

match; an impoverished Dalit couple hacked to death following a disagreement 

with an upper-caste shopkeeper over a debt of 15 rupees (22 cents).  

But while Dalits ─ formerly known as "untouchables" ─ are still victims of 

thousands of attacks each year despite laws put in place soon after India's 

independence, there has been a slow change in the way they react to the 

atrocities, say social scientists and Dalit activists.  

The outrage and protests that spread across India following the incident in Una 

are viewed as signs that the Dalit community will no longer tolerate the 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1280946/indias-angry-dalits-rise-against-age-old-caste-prejudices
https://www.dawn.com/news/1280946/indias-angry-dalits-rise-against-age-old-caste-prejudices
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injustices they face, said Beena Pallickal of the National Campaign on Dalit 

Human Rights.  

"Una was a turning point in our fight," she said recently in her office in New 

Delhi. "The Dalit community will no longer stay silent. We will rise in protest 

against all forms of prejudice." 

The 2011 census counted about 204 million Dalits in this country of more than 

1.2 billion ─ a population the size of Brazil, the world's fifth most populous 

nation.  

Dalits are finding the rigid caste divisions slowly being eroded due to 

fundamental changes in Indian society, at least in the urban centers.  

Hundreds of members of India's Dalit community gather for a rally in 

Ahmadabad. ─AP  

As India's booming economy fuels urbanisation, people from different regions 

and all walks of life are being packed into the cities' crowded apartments and 

slums. Living in such close quarters, they are becoming less concerned with 

centuries-old caste divisions and traditional prejudices, analysts say.  

For some Dalits, though, the change isn't happening fast enough. An emerging 

class of educated Dalits has begun demanding an end to caste bigotry and 

discrimination ─ demands that sometimes touch off deadly clashes between 

communities.  

India's National Crime Records Bureau reports that more than 700 Dalits were 

killed in attacks in 2014, the last year for which data is available. 

Chandra Bhan Prasad, a Dalit writer, says there is a conflict between the past 

and the future that younger Dalits envision for themselves. 

"This new generation of Dalits cannot tolerate humiliation. Nor will they accept 

it," said Prasad, who has written and lectured widely on Dalit rights. "They may 

have done so before, because they saw no way out of their subjugation at the 

hands of upper-caste Hindus, but not anymore." 

For centuries, Dalits, as the lowest caste in the occupational hierarchy, have 

been assigned the most demeaning jobs, such as skinning dead animals or 

cleaning public toilets and sewers. 
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But now they have other options to earn a living. 

"The business explosion in India after the economic reforms of 1991 has thrown 

up many alternative avenues for Dalits to earn a livelihood," Prasad said. "They 

are no longer beholden to their upper-caste landlords for their daily bread." 

A member of India's Dalit community shouts slogans at a rally July 2016. ─AP  

After the horrific beating of the men for skinning the dead cow in Gujarat, 

Dalits in the state refused to remove dead cows in protest, further provoking 

upper-caste Hindus by telling them to handle the task themselves.  

Hindus consider cows to be sacred and revere them, but expect Dalits to deal 

with skinning and disposing of any that have died.  

But even though the reaction to the incident highlighted changes in how the 

Dalits view their standing in society, Pallickal said there is still an 

unwillingness among politicians to enforce the laws.  

Knowing the pernicious nature of India's caste prejudices, early leaders who 

framed India's constitution soon after independence from the British in 1947 put 

in place exceptionally clear and laudable laws that ban all forms of 

discrimination against caste, Pallickal said.  

Still, according to the crime records bureau, more than 47,000 crimes of 

discrimination against Dalits were registered in police stations across the 

country in 2014. 

Udit Raj, a member of Parliament from New Delhi and a strong voice for Dalit 

rights within India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, said the conviction rate for 

crimes against Dalits is 2 to 8 per cent.  

"In the more than six decades since India's independence, political parties have 

not found the will to enforce these laws," Pallickal said. "There is a complete 

lack of political will to implement the laws, which is why such outrages 

continue." 

Politicians across the political spectrum say it's not just implementation of laws, 

but the lack of a change in people's mindsets that leads upper-caste Indians to 

shun Dalits.  
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"Even if Dalits are empowered economically, it is not necessary that they will 

be accepted socially," said Raj, who has fought for Dalit rights for the past four 

decades.  

He pointed to injustices that continue to haunt the lower castes and the all-

pervasive presence of caste divides. 

Dalits ─ as "untouchables" are now called ─ are increasingly signaling that they 

will no longer tolerate such bigotry. ─AP  

In many cities, Dalits are not allowed to own apartments in upper-caste 

neighborhoods. Although inter-caste marriages are on the rise, all Indian 

newspapers still carry advertisements seeking brides and grooms stating their 

caste and the castes they will marry into.  

"Dalits are not accepted socially. Period," Raj said.  

Access to education and the clout wielded by their vote in local and national 

elections have empowered Dalits to dream of a better future.  

But the aspirations of the Dalits are often resented by upper-caste Hindus. If 

their economic progress is modest and their ambitions go as far as obtaining 

lowly government jobs or small businesses, there is no problem, said Prasad, 

the Dalit writer. 

"The attitude of the upper caste when they see a Dalit succeeding in life goes 

like this: A Dalit driving a cheap car can be endured, but a Dalit driving a 

BMW ─ that is a problem," he said. 
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Analysis: Legacy of 1857 continues 

unabated 

Jawed Naqvi 

NEW DELHI: The brave and fractious anti-British uprising of 1857 was put 

down with a heavy hand. It took another 90 eventful years for Hindus and 

Muslims who claimed to have jointly led the anti-colonial showdown to part 

ways. Anger, acrimony, violence visited both communities and tore up large 

swathes of their habitats across the subcontinent .  

As the year 2017 marks the 160th anniversary of the uprising, let‘s examine the 

role played by the two groups at a defining moment in history.  

If there were Hindu, Muslim or Sikh participants in the rebellion, there were 

Hindu, Muslim and Sikhs allies of the British as well. The Shia Nawab of Oudh 

rebelled and the Shia Nawab of Rampur sided with the British.  

If Sunni purists joined the mutiny, then Bhopal, under the influence of the ultra 

conservative Ahl-i-Hadees, remained loyal to the East India Company. Many 

Sikhs, Pathans, and a whole host of Hindu chieftains joined the British against 

the rebellion.  

Many of us celebrate Hindu-Muslim unity of 1857, but we ignore the disunity 

both between and within the communities. Both premises — of 1857 and 1947 

— were therefore suspect. There was no monolithic Muslim identity in either 

case. There was no monolithic Hindu identity either. This was proved in 1857, 

but overlooked in 1947, possibly to address new exigencies of electoral politics.  

Everyone wanted to show their popular prowess at the ballots so they gathered 

everyone that was not traditionally in either camp as one of theirs.  

Had both sides heeded B.R. Ambedkar, they would have analysed the defeat in 

1857 more rationally and approached the division of 1947 with far more 

circumspection than they provisioned for. The role of the backward castes, 

including the erstwhile Untouchables (today‘s Dalits), continues to be 

underplayed in the popular imagination.  

In the popular imagination, 1857 is touted for Hindu-Muslim unity and 1947 is 

remembered for their disunity. Ambedkar had a different view of both. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1318331/analysis-legacy-of-1857-continues-unabated
https://www.dawn.com/news/1318331/analysis-legacy-of-1857-continues-unabated
https://www.dawn.com/authors/280/jawed-naqvi
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Consider his typically cutting passage from The Annihilation of Caste: ―The 

first and foremost thing that must be recognised is that Hindu society is a 

myth,‖ says the book Dalits regard as their bible.  

―The name Hindu is itself a foreign name. It was given by the Mahomedans to 

the natives for the purpose of distinguishing themselves. It does not occur in 

any Sanskrit work prior to the Mahomedan invasion. They did not feel the 

necessity of a common name, because they had no conception of their having 

constituted a community.  

―Hindu society as such does not exist. It is only a collection of castes. Each 

caste is conscious of its existence. Its survival is the be-all and end-all of its 

existence. Castes do not even form a federation. A caste has no feeling that is 

affiliated to other castes, except when there is a Hindu-Moslem riot. On all 

other occasions each caste endeavours to segregate itself and to distinguish 

itself from other castes.‖  

Caste matters 

How did the caste tangle feature in 1857?  

Consider the airbrushing of certain embarrassing traits from historical 

discourse. Whose exploits are we more familiar with between Ramabai Pandita 

and Begum Hazrat Mahal? Ramabai was born to a progressive Brahmin family 

of Maharashtra. She suffered for her association with the Untouchables in her 

neighbourhood, one of whom she married during a visit to Bengal.  

Begum Hazrat Mahal: advocate of upper classes?  

After converting to Christianity following a study tour in England, she 

intensified her mission to improve the condition of low caste Indians, primarily 

their children, including child widows. This early public intellectual was born 

in 1858, the same year that Begum Hazrat Mahal, Ramabai‘s antithesis, issued 

an ‗ishtehaarnama‘, or a proclamation, from her exile.  

We are reminded over and over again with Vedic monotony that Begum Hazrat 

Mahal played a most heroic role in India‘s battle against British rule, which she 

evidently did. But there‘s a less discussed dimension of her personality and that 

of her other notable contemporaries who waged battle against British rule in 

1857. You can be sanguine that the queen of Awadh and her fellow rebel rulers, 

if they shared her social views, would not pass muster in any comity of worthy 

rulers.  
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The Indian Council of Historical Research released a collection of 

proclamations issued by the rebel leaders a few years ago. Documented by Dr 

Iqbal Hussain of Aligarh Muslim University, they throw a different light on the 

social history of 1857.  

Hazrat Mahal, speaking on behalf of her son Birjis Qadar (Wali of Awadh), 

urges her subjects in a proclamation dated June 25, 1858, to not heed the siren 

call of Queen Victoria. Why? Because Awadh had respected the right of 

religion, honour, life and property, in that order, something the British 

ostensibly didn‘t. The regina of Awadh explains her son‘s claim on their 

subjects‘ loyalty.  

―Everyone follows his own religion (in my domain). And enjoys respect 

according to their worth and status. Men of high extraction, be they Syed, 

Sheikh, Mughal or Pathan among the Mohammedans, or Brahmin, Kshatriya, 

Vaish or Kayasth among the Hindus, all these retain the respectability 

according to their respective ranks. And all persons of a lower order such as a 

Sweeper, Chamar, Dhanook, or Pasi cannot claim equality with them.‖  

The proclamation twists the knife further in its lament:  

―The honour and respectability of every person of high extraction are 

considered by (the British) equal to the honour and respectability of the lower 

orders.  

―Nay, compared with the latter, they treat the former with contempt and 

disrespect. Wherever they go they hang the respectable persons to death, and at 

the instance of the Chamar, force the attendance of a Nawab or a Rajah, and 

subject him to indignity.‖  

Clearly, the pervasive legacy of Vedic Brahminism, which would rile 

Ambedkar six decades later, was at work in 19th century northern India through 

a Muslim ruler. The syndrome has not quite abated even today.  

 

 

 



46 
 

Collective Effort Alone Can Solve 

Rohingya Crisis 

Eresh Omar Jamal 

Ever since tensions again escalated between the government of Myanmar and 

the Rohingya people on October 2016 and the reinvigorated persecution of the 

minority group that followed, thousands of Rohingyas have fled to Bangladesh 

— the United Nations humanitarian office‘s most recent estimate is 69,000. 

Scores of them have, meanwhile, been seen begging on the streets between 

Ukhia and Tekhnaf in Cox‘s Bazar, as Bangladesh, with its lack of resources, 

struggled severely to deal with the crisis that Myanmar started. 

Fast forward to today, the Bangladesh government on February 5 announced a 

plan to relocate thousands of Rohingy as stranded on its territory to Thengar 

Char in Hatiya in the Bay of Bengal. While revealing its plans, the government 

sought financial support from the UN and the international community for the 

relocation project. Describing the miserable condition that the Rohingyas are 

now living in, in the coastal areas of Bangladesh, the Foreign Minister said that 

the ―authorities were facing formidable challenges of providing them with 

humanitarian assistances‖. 

Optimistically, he said that the government would develop the remote island 

where the Rohingyas are planned to be relocated; but many, including foreign 

diplomats, have already pointed out that ―the Rohingyas in Cox‘s Bazar should 

not be moved against their will and that the place chosen for relocation was 

uninhabitable and prone to floods‖. This, the Foreign Minister has said is not 

so. He said that the necessary infrastructure, including shelters, schools, 

hospitals/health centres, mosques, roads etc. will be built by the government. 

And that the diplomats could even visit the island once the infrastructure is in 

place, to see whether the island was habitable or not themselves. 

But can this be a permanent solution? Of course not. And the Foreign Minister 

himself said so. For a permanent solution, the best case scenario would be for 

Myanmar to take the Rohingyas back, stop persecuting them anymore and 

provide them with citizenship and basic human rights. Given all that has 

happened and is happening, however, that, unfortunately, seems highly 

unlikely. But regardless, it has to be realised that it is the state of Myanmar that 

is guilty for the current mess and for committing horrific crimes against the 

Rohingya people. 

Even the UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur, Yanghee Lee, last month 

criticised the Myanmar government‘s treatment of the country‘s Rohingya 

http://www.countercurrents.org/2017/02/06/collective-effort-alone-can-solve-rohingya-crisis/
http://www.countercurrents.org/2017/02/06/collective-effort-alone-can-solve-rohingya-crisis/
http://www.countercurrents.org/author/eresh-omar-jamal/
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minority and said that its defensive reaction, when presented with claims of 

abuse, is eroding its credibility. These abuses she was referring to include 

killings, rape, assault, etc. and much more. Unfortunately, for various 

geostrategic reasons, most countries including the two most influential in this 

region — India and China — have been very reluctant to condemn Myanmar 

and to get significantly involved in resolving the Rohingya crisis. 

But now that Myanmar‘s guilt is becoming ever clearer and the UN itself is 

speaking out against it, both these regional powers need to get more seriously 

involved in resolving the crisis. The reason Bangladesh has settled for the 

current plan proposed by its Foreign Minister is because it is receiving very 

little help from the international community with regards to the Rohingya crisis. 

It is almost like Bangladesh too is being punished along with the Rohingyas by 

Myanmar and its endless persecution and, also, with the international 

community‘s lack of commitment and participation in the matter. 

Not only is it unfair, but Bangladesh cannot deal with such a mammoth 

challenge on its own. It cannot take care of the thousands of Rohingyas that are 

fleeing to its territories. If things are left as they are, not only will the 

Rohingyas continue to suffer, but Bangladesh too, would suffer immensely — 

socio-economically, politically, demographically and environmentally — as its 

Foreign Minister has already stated. 

And this is precisely what the international community and regional players 

must admit to themselves. From a humanitarian perspective, they owe it to the 

Rohingyas and the countries that are being destabilised because of what the 

Myanmar government is doing — including Bangladesh — to work towards a 

permanent solution. But from a long-term geostrategic perspective, countries in 

this region also needs to realise that the long-term stability of this region and of 

their individual countries cannot be ensured and will only be endangered should 

they allow for the Rohingya persecution to continue and for Rohingya refugees 

to flood into neighbouring countries. With all that in mind, the international 

community as a collective must find a permanent solution for the Rohingya 

people; while it works to implement a temporary one until a permanent solution 

can be agreed upon, instead of placing the entire burden of responsibility on 

Bangladesh. 

Eresh Omar Jamal is an Editorial Assistant at The Daily Star, Bangladesh, the 

largest circulating English daily newspaper in Bangladesh. He has a 

Specialised Honours in Financial and Business Economics from York 

University, Canada, and can be reached at eresh17@hotmail.com. 
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„Pakistan, India, China, US part of South 

Asia‟s N-puzzle‟ 

Anwar Iqbal 

WASHINGTON: Pakistan‘s security threat comes from India, which has 

moved to a new strategy of conducting surgical strikes inside Pakistan, says a 

new study which also warns that despite nuclearisation, the possibility of 

another war in the region cannot be ruled out. 

The 15-month study project by a Washington think-tank, the Brookings 

Institution, focuses on the ―strategic chain‖ linking Pakistan, India, China and 

the US. 

It argues that the strategic dynamics among these four nuclear powers cannot be 

understood or effectively addressed on a strictly bilateral basis. 

―While Pakistan responds strategically to India, India responds both to Pakistan 

and China, which in turn responds both to India and the United States,‖ says a 

report released on the completion of the project. 

The 76-page document is the first Brookings publication articulating the 

Pakistani perspective on its nuclear doctrine. 

―Without Indian restraint, Pakistan is unlikely to constrain its programs 

unilaterally. Without Chinese restraint, India will be very reluctant to limit its 

programs unilaterally or engage in bilateral controls with Pakistan that, 

according to India, would limit its options vis-a-vis China. And without US 

constraints on capabilities of concern to China, Beijing may continue to resist 

curbing its strategic modernization efforts,‖ it argues. 

The study notes how India and the US have expressed concern about 

longstanding Pakistan-China cooperation in important areas, and Pakistan has 

expressed concern about India-US cooperation in important areas, especially in 

the wake of the US-India civil nuclear deal.  

Although not included in the study, the report also explores the influence of 

other major powers on South Asia‘s strategic dynamics, arguing that Russia too 

is an additional link in the chain.  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1318345/pakistan-india-china-us-part-of-south-asias-n-puzzle
https://www.dawn.com/news/1318345/pakistan-india-china-us-part-of-south-asias-n-puzzle
https://www.dawn.com/authors/153/anwar-iqbal
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The report warns that as the nuclear gap between China and India narrows, 

China may increase its interest in the India-Pakistan nuclear competition. This 

is because China ―fears that the widening nuclear and conventional military 

gaps between India and Pakistan may threaten regional stability,‖ the study 

adds. 

It includes a paper on Pakistan‘s strategic environment and doctrine authored 

by Syed Muhammad Ali of the Centre for International Strategic Studies, 

Islamabad. 

The paper summarizes Pakistan‘s threat perceptions and the steps it is taking to 

deal with those perceptions.  

It argues that ―Pakistan‘s security threat comes from India‖ and the 

longstanding unresolved Kashmir dispute lies at the heart of tensions between 

the two neighbours. 

The author notes that India‘s political elite, with its growing economy, is 

pursuing an ambitious and destabilizing military build-up, to become a global 

power and regional hegemon. 

New Delhi, emboldened by a Western-supported military build-up, is less 

willing to pursue a negotiated and peaceful resolution of the Kashmir dispute, 

while the Kashmiri people continue to struggle for their UN-recognized right to 

self-determination. 

―The absence of a meaningful, sustainable and result-driven dialogue and the 

growing strategic partnership between India and the United States are matters of 

grave concern for Pakistan,‖ the author warns. 

He notes that 42 years after its first nuclear test, New Delhi spends almost 

seven times more on its military than Islamabad. The author believes that 

India‘s growing conventional and strategic capabilities are overwhelmingly 

poised against Pakistan. 

He also examines the Indian ―Cold Start‖ doctrine, which ―aims to rapidly 

launch shallow thrusts inside Pakistani territory to capture and use it for 

coercing Pakistan‖.  

The author points out that the large-scale Indian development of highly-mobile 

and armoured mechanized formations, artillery, rapid airlift capabilities, 

forward displacement of troops and garrisons, supporting communication 
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infrastructure and massive spending provide compelling evidence of 

operationalisation of the ―Cold Start‖ doctrine, despite Indian official reluctance 

to formally accept it.  

He notes that India has the oldest, largest and fastest-growing unsafeguarded 

nuclear programme of all non-Non-Proliferation Treaty states and the entire 

developing world. 

Rejecting India‘s argument that its missiles are meant to tackle a perceived 

threat from China, the author argues: ―The most advanced, accurate, and 

operationally-ready Indian missiles can be employed against Pakistan more 

effectively than against China.‖ 
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The Taimur controversy and Hindutva's 

neurosis regarding Islamic history 

Shoaib Daniyal 

In most human cultures, the birth of a child is an unambiguously happy event. 

This moral framework does not, it seems, apply to some sections of social 

media, where for the most part of Tuesday, Tweeters bemoaned the birth of a 

new Bollywood baby.  

Born to A-list film stars, Saif Ali Khan and Kareena Kapoor, the boy had been 

named Taimur – a highly objectionable christening for some, given the name‘s 

association with a 14th century Turkic king and one the world‘s most successful 

conquerors. 

What was wrong with Taimur? Social media users were ostensibly objecting to 

the brutal nature of his conquests. Of particular concern was Taimur‘s 

campaign against his fellow Turkics, the Tughlaq Sultanate of Delhi.  

Conducted in 1398, the Timurid invasion eventually led to the sack of Delhi 

city where, by some accounts, the entire population of the city was massacred. 

So deeply felt was this sack that 700 years later, Indians on Twitter would call 

the new-born baby a ―terrorist‖, a ―jihadi‖ and in general wish harm upon it. 

While it may be easy to dismiss this as the work of trolls, the frankness of 

social media provides us an important window to attitudes that might otherwise 

not be aired publicly.  

With Hindutva in the ascendant, this incident shines a bright light upon how 

India‘s medieval age is treated with a mixture of ignorance and paranoia by 

those who follow this ideology.  

Hindutva pushes a narrative of ahistorical Muslim rule and then, is the first 

victim of its own misrepresentation. This distorted image of Muslim conquests 

projected by Hindutva creates a deep inferiority complex right at its centre. So 

much so that it was eventually expressed as tragi-comic social media rage 

against a day-old infant. 

 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1303846/the-taimur-controversy-and-hindutvas-neurosis-regarding-islamic-history
https://www.dawn.com/news/1303846/the-taimur-controversy-and-hindutvas-neurosis-regarding-islamic-history
https://www.dawn.com/authors/4150/shoaib-daniyal


52 
 

Heroes and villains 

powerful political force for decades now, has adopted Shivaji with even more 

gusto, building statues in cities like Surat, which, ironically, were sacked by the 

Maratha chief early on in his career.  

This confusion is nothing new. Today, Punjabi Muslims in Pakistan see 

themselves as inheritors of the Mughals but in 1857 signed up enthusiastically 

for the East India Company‘s armies to defeat the Mughal-led revolt against the 

Raj. 

That which we call a rose 

Naturally, then, the name Shivaji or Bhaskar – a Bhaskar Pandit led the 

Maratha raids on Bengal – are hardly taboo in modern India given this modern 

narrative of the Marathas. 

It is the same for other names as such Ashoka or Alexander, both of whom led 

bloody campaigns but are common names among the supposed peoples they 

conquered.  

Sikandar, the Persian version of Alexander, is a common name across Iran and 

the subcontinent – a Bharatiya Janata Party parliamentarian‘s son is, in fact, 

named after the Macedonian conqueror. Moreover, one would assume Ashoka 

carries no particular taboo in Orissa in spite of the Kalinga war. 

In fact, this linking of a name to a supposed historical villain is a particularly 

egregious example of just how puerile Hindutva can be.  

It is a bit silly to think that someone would be outrage over the fact that a baby 

is named Joseph just because of Stalin‘s role in the Soviet Union or ―Manu‖ 

would be taboo simply because he was supposed to have authored the castiest 

Manu Smriti, a book of law linked to India‘s crippling 2,000 year old system of 

caste apartheid. 

This near-comical understanding of history, though, is not a new thing for 

Hindutva. The ideology has built a curious understanding of India‘s medieval 

period, which it sees primarily through the lens of supposed invasions by 

Muslim kings and emperors.  

The founder of Hindutva, Vinayak Savarkar would, for example, even use this 

grievance to validate modern wrongs – in one case justifying the use of rape as 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikandar_Kher
http://scroll.in/article/808788/reading-savarkar-how-a-hindutva-icon-justified-the-idea-of-rape-as-a-political-tool
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a political tool. Prime Minister Modi, a lifelong member of the Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh, has often claimed India has suffered from 1,200 years of 

slavery. 

Inventing an inferiority complex 

This rage is, of course, large ahistorical. Taimur, for example, finds little 

mention in historical works written by Hindus at the time or even hundreds of 

years after.  

In fact, his negative image is taken solely from Muslim writers, given that his 

brutal invasions were led almost exclusively against Islamic empires such as the 

Ottomans and the Mamluks of Egypt and Syria.  

Ironically, even in India, his invasion targeted what Hindutva would 

characterise as a Muslim and therefore ―foreign‖ dynasty, the Tughlaqs. 

However, the invention of this distorted history has has a rather deleterious 

effect on the Hindutva mind. Tales of a ―thousand years of slavery‖, as one 

could very well imagine, create a sort of mass inferiority complex.  

Even in this case, for example, as important a driver of rage as the name 

―Taimur‖ was, almost as significant was the incipient anger at the fact that a 

Hindu woman, Kareena Kapoor, had married a Muslim man.  

The shadow of so-called love jihad, which once was a Bharatiya Janata Party 

policy position itself, only ends up harming Hindu women, given that it 

assumes they themselves aren‘t free to make their own choices, romantic or 

otherwise. 

This mass self-flagellation, a near masochistic nurturing of grievance, produces 

a highly distorted modern politics, showing how far Hindutva is from assuming 

any mantle of intellectual leadership, in spite of capturing political power at the 

federal level in India.  

An ideology that needs to pick on a little baby to prove its spurs has a long way 

to go before it can sit at the high table. 

Final point. If this controversy forces some Hindutava ideologues to pick up a 

book and read the history of Taimur, we might be in for another storm.  

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/modi-meets-the-world/article6568121.ece
http://scroll.in/article/674212/how-real-is-the-threat-of-love-jihad
http://scroll.in/article/823378/from-social-media-to-summits-how-the-right-wing-is-trying-to-create-its-own-intellectual-space
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Taimur‘s heir and the next ruler of the Timurid dynasty was a man named, well, 

Shah Rukh. 

Taimur as per their believe if he did wrong, then what you say about the current 

genocide in Gujrat, Kashmir, babri masjid, godhera etc by hindutwa. 

(By the way, having said that and for those who don't know, Saif's mother 

Sharmila was born into the famous Tagore family of Calcutta; the new-born's 

great-great grandfather [or something like that] was the FIRST non-White to 

get the Nobel Prize for Literature...in 1913. He was the Bengali poet 

Rabindranath Tagore, whose English volume of poetry, Geetanjali, fetched the 

award. The English poet Yeats wrote the introduction to the slim volume. Sir 

Bernard Shaw and Albert Einstein were very close friends of Rabndranath. 

Baby Taimur is born into a MUCH BIGGER legacy than that of the Pataudis). 

Shoaib Daniyal is a freelance writer based out of Bombay. Usually write on 

politics, history and socio-linguistics 
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India's new 'enemy property' law unfairly 

targets Muslims: analysts 

Reuters 

A controversial bill presented in the Indian parliament seeking to amend a five-

decade-old law to deny Indian families of those who moved to China and 

Pakistan the right to reclaim "enemy properties" seized by the state unfairly 

targets Muslims, analysts say.  

The Enemy Property Act of 1968, enacted after the conflict three years earlier, 

gave the Indian government the right to seize assets of Indian nationals who had 

moved to Pakistan or China following wars with the two countries.  

The amended law, which would apply retrospectively, extends the definition of 

"enemy" to include legal heirs of declared enemies, even when the heir is an 

Indian citizen, or of a country not deemed to be an enemy.  

"When the families are citizens of the country, how can the government 

consider them to be enemies and take away their right of succession?" asked 

Husain Dalwai, a member of India's upper house of parliament.  

"It is against the constitution and it targets Muslims unfairly," he told the 

Thomson Reuters Foundation.  

The Indian government has said the amendments are in the "larger public 

interest" and will plug "loopholes to ensure that enemy properties worth 

thousands of crores (millions) of rupees do not revert to the enemy or enemy 

firm".  

The Supreme Court of India ruled in 2005 that legal heirs who are Indian 

citizens can reclaim so-called enemy property, following decades of petitioning 

by the family of the erstwhile Raja of Mahmudabad, who left India after 

partition in 1947.  

But the amendment ─ also barring civil courts from hearing disputes related to 

enemy property ─ was passed late on Friday by the upper house, despite a 

walkout by opposition members.  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1320242/indias-new-enemy-property-law-unfairly-targets-muslims-analysts
https://www.dawn.com/news/1320242/indias-new-enemy-property-law-unfairly-targets-muslims-analysts
https://www.dawn.com/authors/422/reuters
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India's large Muslim minority, which makes up 13 per cent of the population, 

lags the national average on land ownership, and faces bias when buying or 

renting properties.  

The number of properties with the Custodian of Enemy Property has risen to 

about 16,000 from 2,100 a few years ago ─ nearly all taken from Muslim 

families ─ and are estimated at more than 1 trillion Indian Rupees ($15 billion).  

"The idea of the bill seems to be to deprive Muslims of their right to ancestral 

property that the state seized," said Anand Grover, a rights lawyer who argued 

the case before the Supreme Court.  

"It's anyone's guess what will happen now," he said.  
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Dalits and BJP 

A.G. Noorani 

IRONICALLY, at a time when the BJP government headed by Narendra Modi 

has been praising B.R. Ambedkar, the great champion of the rights of the 

‗untouchables‘, the Dalits, as they are now called, have been in angry revolt 

against the BJP. Modi‘s own state Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh go to the polls 

next year. In 2019, the country will have a general election. 

On Aug 23, Modi claimed that ―more than 80 per cent of the BJP‘s workers are 

from the Scheduled Castes [untouchables] Scheduled Tribes, and Other 

Backward Classes‖. Like its predecessor, the Jan Sangh and their parent the 

RSS, the BJP has ever been a party of the upper classes. 

Prof Sumit Sarkar wrote: ―The votaries of Hindutva have tended to come in the 

main from high castes quite self-conscious about their status privileges, and yet 

the conflicts that tended to emerge from hierarchical rigidities needed to be 

resolved or kept in check if unity was to be achieved.‖ 

 

Cruel traditions of 2,000 years have trapped Dalits. 

 

Another scholar Badri Narayan focused on the BJP‘s dilemma. ―The political 

strategy that the BJP, in connivance with the Hindutva forces … is now 

following is aimed at, on one hand, giving representation to leaders of Dalit 

communities in state and national politics and trying to satisfy their urge of 

representation in power politics, and, on the other, appropriating cultural 

symbols and folk icons popular in Dalit oral traditions by providing them a 

saffron colour and redefining local societies in north India society. 

―… [I]ts efforts are to search for communal spaces in the folk memories of the 

Dalits and use them at the right communal moment to stir up passions against 

the Muslims.‖ 

Modi exhorted 350 senior functionaries of the BJP to ―promote the agenda of 

nationalism‖. His conception of nationalism deserves a separate study for its 

disruptive implications.  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1280187/dalits-and-bjp
https://www.dawn.com/authors/1277/a-g-noorani
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In the 2014 general election to the Lok Sabha, the Dalits largely voted for the 

BJP but matters have slipped. In January, research scholar Rohith Vemula 

committed suicide at the Hyderabad Central University. Smriti Irani, the then 

minister of human resource development, set up an inquiry headed by a high 

court judge to ascertain whether he was a Dalit and the offence alleged against 

the VC and a minister fell under the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes 

Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989. 

Vemula‘s family said: ―We live like Dalits. We were raised in a Dalit 

community.‖ This is less a denial than an assertion. The Dalits, far from being 

embarrassed, proudly proclaim their identity. 

Vemula‘s suicide shook the country. Earlier, in November 2015, the university 

had expelled five Dalit students and banned their access to public places on 

campus, while allowing them to attend lectures and pursue their studies. They 

were all Dalits who were charged with assaulting a leader of the BJP‘s front 

body, the ABVP. A fact-finding committee, set up by the university held the 

university responsible for the suicide. 

Last month, a shocking video surfaced showing seven Dalit men being beaten 

by a group of cow-protection vigilantes (gau rakshaks) for skinning, allegedly, 

a dead cow. This was in Gujarat‘s Una district. The video showed the men 

being beaten while tied to a car and beaten also as they were paraded to a police 

station. Protests against the outrage spread to the entire state. Ripples surfaced 

in UP.  

Last September, the gau rakshaks lynched Mohammed Akhlaq in Dadri in UP. 

In March, gau rakshaks accused Mohammed Mazloom and 12-year-old 

Inayatullah Khan of smuggling cattle and hanged them from a tree. Modi did 

not denounce them. He broke his silence after Una for political reasons. He 

fears a Dalit-Muslim alliance in the UP polls. 

Ghanshyam Shah, a distinguished sociologist based in Ahmedabad wrote, 

―Though the causes for atrocities on Dalits have been generally related to land, 

wages, water, housing, sexual assault and the practice of untouchability, clashes 

over cultural practices are not entirely unknown.‖ 

In Una, Dalit tanners were beaten up as they didn‘t bow to the diktat to give up 

tanning, their traditional occupation, and bury dead cows instead of skinning 

them. The tanners‘ resistance was against the vigilantes dictating new 

―nationalist cultural‖ practices. The Dalits have no alternative means of 

livelihood. A sizeable section has not given up eating meat.  
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Cruel traditions of 2,000 years have trapped Dalits into occupations dubbed 

unclean by the upper castes, such as tanning and scavenging. It drove an angry 

Ambedkar to ask: ―You take the milk from the cows and buffaloes, and when 

they are dead, you expect us to remove the dead animals. Why? When you can 

carry the dead bodies of your mothers, why can you not carry the dead bodies 

of your ‗mother cows‘ yourselves?‖  

Now, Dalits have begun stridently posing this and other questions. They can be 

crushed no longer.  

The writer is an author and a lawyer based in Mumbai. 
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Vote bank politics: Why Modi is silent on 

the attacks on Dalits in Gujarat 

Ajaz Ashraf 

 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s silence on the atrocities committed on 

Dalits in Una, Gujarat, illustrates vividly that he is still caught between a rock 

and a hard place. As long as he remains rooted there, it will always be his 

dilemma whether to speak or remain silent on issues of social conflict. 

This is because that space is subject to contradictory pulls. As prime minister, 

he must express sympathy for those who are victims of Hindutva violence. Yet, 

at the same time, Modi must not alienate Hindutva votaries and Sangh Parivar 

cadres, without whose support his winning touch will erode. 

Until Modi manages to reconcile the two contradictory pulls working on him, 

he will not speak on incidents in which the perpetrators of violence are 

Hindutva supporters or the violence reflects hard nationalism.  

Silence speaks volumes   

Modi has yet to speak on the Kashmir unrest. In the past, he also chose to 

remain mum on incendiary issues such as love jihad, ghar wapsi, and the public 

humiliation of Christians allegedly engaged in conversion. 

He did speak on the lynching of Mohammad Akhlaq in Dadri, Uttar Pradesh, in 

September but it was so belated that it seemed to have been in response to the 

mounting public dismay or, even worse, as an afterthought. This is why Modi‘s 

intervention did not assure anyone nor did it portray him as one disturbed at the 

grisly occurrence just 30 km from his residence. 

In an increasingly cynical and polarised, India, a good many don‘t expect Modi 

to speak on violent incidents in which the religious minorities are the victims. 

After all, they don‘t vote for him. By contrast, their assailants are Hindutva 

followers who are ardent supporters of Modi, or are Hindus inclined to transit to 

the Hindutva ideological camp. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1273523/vote-bank-politics-why-modi-is-silent-on-the-attacks-on-dalits-in-gujarat
https://www.dawn.com/news/1273523/vote-bank-politics-why-modi-is-silent-on-the-attacks-on-dalits-in-gujarat
https://www.dawn.com/authors/2914/ajaz-ashraf
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This is why Modi‘s silence on Una is inexplicable to many. The victims there 

were Dalits, who are still preponderantly Hindu, despite the trend among them 

to convert to other religions, primarily Buddhism. 

Then again, for over two years, Modi has been invested heavily in winning 

Dalit support. This plan Una seems to have unraveled. It has, for sure, revived 

Bahujan Samaj Party leader Mayawati‘s fortunes overnight. Couldn‘t Modi 

have expressed sorrow over Una to limit the damage to his plan of luring Dalits 

into the Bharatiya Janata Party camp? 

No, he couldn‘t have. 

To understand this answer, you must rewind to track Modi‘s rise, to analyse 

why he slipped into the space between the rock and the hard place. 

A belligerent Hindutva 

Modi‘s rise has been predicated not on Hindutva that is mellow but belligerent. 

Whether he deliberately allowed the flames of communal rioting in 2002 to 

rage can be debated forever. But there is no denying that he did exploit the 

rioting and its aftermath to grow from strength to strength. For instance, he 

dissolved the Gujarat Assembly nine months before its term was to expire in 

order to take advantage of the Hindu consolidation in an early election. 

When Chief Election Commissioner JM Lyngdoh refused to advance the 

election, Modi took to pronouncing Lyngdoh‘s full name – that is, James 

Michael Lyngdoh – to highlight his Christian identity. It was a way of 

portraying that a conspiracy of minorities was afoot, under the leadership of a 

Christian Sonia Gandhi, to deny the leader of Hindus his legitimate right to 

power. He was now the new Hindu Hriday Samrat or Emperor of Hindu Hearts. 

This image he cultivated for a few years. 

However, Modi altered his persona a year or two before the 2012 Assembly 

election, in preparation to launch his career nationally. He became Mr 

Development, who could develop India and provide jobs to its citizens. 

These two facets – Hindu emperor and Mr Development – won him the support 

of two large sections of the Indian electorate. One comprised Hindutva 

supporters, as also those Hindus for whom their religious identity mattered 

immensely. Then there was the large contingent of floating voters genuinely 

wanting India to develop and opposed to corruption, which had become the 

Congress-led United Progressive Alliance‘s defining feature. 
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The very word floating conveys impermanence and fickleness; floating voters 

are liable to shift their political preferences every election. In other words, the 

foundation or core of Modi‘s spectacular electoral edifice is Hindutva 

supporters, whose number is augmented by adding floating voters to them. No 

leader angers his core supporters to keep the floaters happy, just as a building 

with additional floors is bound to collapse if the foundation weakens somehow. 

This is why it is illogical to expect Modi to calm down the minorities reeling 

under anxieties and fears. This is because these emotions have been engendered 

on account of the activities of Hindutva hotheads, who have embraced such 

divisive causes as love jihad, ghar wapsi, religious conversion and anti-cow 

slaughter. 

The caste factor 

To speak about the anxieties of minorities is to also impliedly condemn a 

belligerent Hindutva, whose votaries would veer around to perceiving Modi as 

yet another prime minister who is trying to pamper or, to borrow from their 

lexicon, appease them. 

A flawed reading of Hindutva is why many are surprised over Modi‘s silence 

on Una. They think Hindutva‘s principal goal is to overcome caste 

contradiction to unify Hindus. This is indeed what the classical theory of 

Hindutva tells us. In reality, though, Hindu unity is sought to thwart the 

subaltern challenge to the hegemony of those located higher in the Hindu social 

order. 

No doubt, cow-protection groups will have activists from different social 

groups. But the idea of the cow as holy is an element of Brahmanical Hinduism. 

It is this idea which drives cow-protectionists to hunt for their quarries. They 

have an abiding faith in Hindutva. They are also Modi‘s avid supporters. 

For Modi, to condemn Una unequivocally, on the day it began to grab media 

headlines, would have also meant severely reprimanding cow-protectionists. 

They – and people like them – are both Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party‘s 

core supporters. He cannot alienate them to mollify the angry but floating Dalit 

voters, whose allegiance to him might not even be durable. ―A bird in hand is 

worth two in the bush‖ is a profound adage. 

This is why Modi must remain silent and watch his attempts to co-opt Dalits 

getting undone. 
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This is more so because he belongs to the Other Backward Classes. His strong 

condemnation of Una is bound to have a different meaning for upper castes, 

who dominate Hindutva, not necessarily in numbers, but in terms of defining 

the Sangh‘s ethos. 

Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee could condemn Hindutva 

violence. He was, after all, a Brahmin. Modi‘s condemnation of Una would be 

perceived as a portent of radicalism or caste assertion unacceptable to Hindutva. 

It doesn‘t matter whether caste or religion matters more to Modi. What is 

infinitely more pertinent here is the perception of Hindutva supporters, not his 

own. 

For this reason as well, Silence has become the name of the space between the 

rock and the hard place that Modi occupies. 

Modi stepped into this space because of the choices he made. It is only he who 

can extricate himself from it. But for that, he will have eschew making electoral 

calculations all the time and turn his eye on history. Nobody goes into history 

without a halo around their heads. That demands social morality. Silence over 

Una reflects social immorality. 

Ajaz Ashraf is a journalist in Delhi. His novel, The Hour Before Dawn, has as 

its backdrop the demolition of the Babri Masjid. It is available in 

bookstores.This article was originally published at Scroll.in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://scroll.in/article/812550/why-modi-cant-help-but-remain-silent-on-the-attacks-on-dalits-in-gujarat
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India nuclear security measures weaker 

than Pakistan‟s 

 
Harvard Kennedy School report  

INDIA: A report examining nuclear security worldwide suggests India's 

"nuclear security measures may be weaker than those of Pakistan", but says the 

risk "appears to be moderate", while claiming risk of nuclear theft in Pakistan 

"appears to be high".  

The Harvard Kennedy School report, "Preventing Nuclear Terrorism: 

Continuous Improvement or Dangerous Decline?", says it is difficult to judge 

whether India's nuclear security is capable of protecting against the threats it 

faces, though it is likely adversary threats in India are "less extreme" than those 

in Pakistan.  

Putting Pakistan "at risk for nuclear theft", the report says: "Overall, the risk of 

nuclear theft in Pakistan appears to be high," citing "some of the world‘s most 

capable terrorist groups, an environment of widespread corruption and 

extremist sympathies" as risk factors.  

The possibility of collapse of the government in Pakistan or an "extremist 

takeover cannot be entirely ruled out".  

While there is "no clear trend, either upward or downward" regarding the level 

of risk for Indian nuclear sites, it highlights a trend "toward increasing risk" in 

Pakistan as its nuclear arsenal expands and the strategic doctrine shifts toward 

tactical nuclear weapons.  

Stronger nuclear security? 

"Pakistan has substantially strengthened its nuclear security in the past two 

decades," the report says, citing changes in organizations governing nuclear 

security, training, equipment and approaches to screening personnel, 

requirements for nuclear material accounting and control, approaches to 

strengthening security culture and "substantial changes in every other aspect of 

nuclear security covered in the survey" as reasons for the improved nuclear 

security.  

http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/PreventingNuclearTerrorism-Web.pdf
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/PreventingNuclearTerrorism-Web.pdf
http://www.dawn.com/news/1214157
http://www.dawn.com/news/1214157
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Measures taken to secure Pakistan's nuclear weapons highlighted in the report 

include: - Allotment of 25,000 troops to guard Pakistan's nuclear stocks and 

facilities by the Strategic Plans Division (SPD) - Equipment of sites with 

extensive barriers and detection systems - Separate storage of nuclear weapons 

components ─ although this may change as Pakistan shifts towards tactical 

nuclear weapons intended for rapid deployment - Equipment of weapons with 

locks to prevent unauthorized use - Extensive cooperation with the United 

States to improve nuclear security  

The report also highlights negative trends including: - Absence of recent US 

expressions of confidence - Shift towards rapid-deployment tactical nuclear 

weapons - A 'probable' increase in the number of locations as a result of an 

increase in the number of weapons 

The report says Pakistan "must protect against almost overwhelming adversary 

threats" which include terrorist groups that have demonstrated "that they are 

willing and able to launch complex, well-coordinated attacks on heavily 

defended military targets within Pakistan", as was the case in the 2014 

attempted hijacking of a naval frigate by Al Qaeda's South Asian affiliate "with 

the idea of using its anti-ship missiles to attack US naval vessels".  

The report quotes Defence Minister Khawaja Asif telling parliament 'these 

people could not have breached security without assistance from inside'.  

Corruption, it says, "can create additional opportunities for insider recruitment". 

However, despite a variety of negative US media reports on Pakistan's nuclear 

security, "US officials from President Obama to the Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff have repeatedly expressed confidence in Pakistani nuclear 

security arrangements". 

It also says the US Defense Intelligence Agency Director "testified in February 

2015 that improvements were continuing". 

"It is notable, however, that these statements of confidence have not been 

repeated at recent high-level US-Pakistani meetings — suggesting that the 

United States has concerns about some elements of Pakistan‘s nuclear security 

approach," it said.  

http://www.dawn.com/news/1131654
http://www.dawn.com/news/1131654
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Why 2016 will be pivotal for nuclear security 

The report calls 2016 a pivotal year for nuclear security, saying "actions in 

Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and elsewhere will affect the shape of the 

terrorist threat for years to come".  

The selection of a new US president may also impact nuclear security initiatives 

depending on whether or not he or she makes nuclear security a priority, it says.  

US and Russia, the two countries with the largest nuclear stockpiles, may or 

may not find ways to "revitalize their cooperation" in this area after suspension 

of such measures following escalating tensions over Ukraine and other issues.  

'Ideal scenario by 2030' 

Pakistan and India capping their nuclear arsenals and agreeing to confidence-

building measures or "other steps that greatly reduce the probability of crises 

that would lead to the dispersal of nuclear weapons to front-line forces" are 

among the report's ideal scenarios by the year 2030.  

However, Pakistan and India have continued to expand their arsenals and 

continue relying on "doctrines likely to lead to early dispersal of those weapons 

in the event of a crisis".  

Processes for better nuclear security have atrophied over time, the report claims, 

saying, "No genuinely effective new mechanisms for bringing high-level policy 

makers together to advance the field have emerged." 
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Are Russia, Pakistan And China Staging 

An Intervention In Afghanistan? 

 
Polina Tikhonova 

 
 

Pakistan has warned the U.S. to sort out the ―total mess‖ in Afghanistan, and if 

it doesn‘t, Russia will. Moscow could penetrate Central and South Asia and 

stage a Syrian-style intervention in Afghanistan, the Pakistan military warns. 

 

A senior source within the Pakistan Army is reportedly telling U.S. President 

Donald Trump‘s new generals that Russia could sort out the ―total mess‖ in 

Afghanistan if the U.S. and its allies fail to stop the advance of ISIS and the 

Taliban. 

 

The unnamed Pakistani source told The Telegraph that if ISIS and the Taliban 

keep destabilizing Afghanistan at the current rate, Russia could stage the 

intervention on the pretext of protecting itself and its allies in the region. The 

source said the U.S. is ―losing control‖ in the region after the significant 

decrease of Western troops operating in Afghanistan. 

 

Is Russia planning an Afghanistan intervention with China and Pakistan? 

 

ISIS and the Taliban continue to gaining strength in the region, and last month 

they pushed their chaos into neighboring Pakistan by killing nearly 200 people 

in a string of violent terrorist attacks. Now, the Pakistani source 

warned that Russia could intervene in Afghanistan with full force. 

 

The death toll in Afghanistan is on the rise, with the United Nations reporting 

last month that nearly 3,500 Afghan civilians died in the deadly conflict last 

year – the highest death roll in several years. Russia has repeatedly voiced its 

concerns over the volatile situation on Afghan soil but has so far not announced 

plans to intervene directly. 

 

However, last month Russia invited China and Pakistan to trilateral talks to 

discuss Afghanistan – which may have been the foundation that would open 

doors for sending Russian troops to Afghanistan. Interestingly, the U.S. and 

India – two key players on battling ISIS and the Taliban resurgence in 

Afghanistan – were not invited to the talks. 

 

Chinese troops already operating in Afghanistan 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/03/05/pakistan-warns-trumps-generals-sort-total-mess-afghanistan-russia/?WT.mc_id=tmg_share_tw
http://www.valuewalk.com/2017/03/pakistan-russia-enhanced-military-ties-hit-india-below-belt/
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Multiple evidence-backed reports, however, indicate that Chinese troops are 

already operating inside Afghanistan. While details about China‘s involvement 

in the war-torn country remain vague, many experts suspect that China and 

Russia – and possibly also Pakistan – are planning to play a much greater role 

in Afghanistan once the U.S. and NATO troops leave the country. 

 

Since 2015, the U.S. has kept about 8,000 troops on Afghan soil, but there are 

reported plans to reduce that number to less than 1,000 in 2017. But that was 

the Pentagon‘s withdrawal plan under President Barack Obama, while Trump 

has yet to outline his policies on Afghanistan, Pakistan and the region as a 

whole. 

 

Afghanistan “slipping out of control” 

 

The Pakistan military source also revealed that the country recently held a 

series of high-level discussions with U.S. Secretary of Defense James Mattis 

and Resolute Support Mission Commander Gen John Nicholson. 

Last month, Gen. Nicholson publicly admitted that Afghan forces are cornered 

by the Taliban militants. The unnamed source in the Pakistan military now says 

that Pakistan has repeatedly warned both Gen. Nicholson and Mattis that 

Afghanistan is ―slipping out of control,‖ and if the U.S. fails to deal with the 

extremism and terrorism threat in the country, the Trump administration will 

have ―a huge crisis on its hands.‖ 

―Da‘ish is also developing there, and if they leave Syria and Iraq, the next place 

for them to gather in is Afghanistan,‖ the Pakistan army source reportedly told 

the U.S. 

 

Afghan army unable to deal with terrorists 

 

While relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan remain tense – especially 

after last month‘s terrorist attacks in Pakistan, which Islamabad blamed on the 

Afghan government – Pakistan continues to criticize Kabul for failing to guard 

its side of the border, from where terrorists are said to be launching their attacks 

against both Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

 

The Pakistani source also reportedly explained why Kabul‘s anti-terrorism 

efforts have been so ineffective. 

 

―There are 350,000 troops in the Afghan army, but only about 20,000 are 

capable of combat missions,‖ the source said, adding that there are about 1,000 

generals within the Afghan army, but most of those gens were appointed only 

because of their ―tribal affiliations‖ rather than skills to combat the rise of 
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extremism in the country. ―The problem is that you can‘t teach a donkey to 

gallop.‖ 

 

Russia fears U.S. is using ISIS for its own purposes 

 

But America‘s inability to eliminate the extremism and terrorist threats in 

Afghanistan could play a cruel joke on U.S. interests in the region, as Russia 

and China are said to be prepared to get involved in the deadly conflict to 

prevent ISIS and the Taliban from spreading closer to their borders. 

 

The Pakistani army source reportedly said that the Russian government fears 

that the U.S. could be using ISIS as ―a plot to destabilize its backyard,‖ which 

explains why the West‘s anti-terrorism efforts in the region were doomed from 

the very beginning. Russia, which is often praised for its counter-terrorism 

operation in Syria, could use its fears as an excuse to get militarily involved on 

Afghan soil. 

 

Russia establishes contacts with the Taliban 

 

During the trilateral Russia-China-Pakistan talks last month, Moscow called for 

dialogue with the Taliban, as Beijing, Moscow and Islamabad all seem to agree 

that peace in Afghanistan can be achieved only through negotiations between 

the Afghan government and the Taliban. 

 

Russia has already reportedly started back-channel contacts with the Taliban, 

which may be the starting point of its intervention in Afghanistan. Establishing 

those contacts could help Moscow build proxy assets in Afghanistan in order to 

extend its military operation from Syria into the other war-torn country. 

 

Would the U.S. stop their military intervention? 

 

One could argue that Russia hosted trilateral talks with China and Pakistan with 

the exclusion of India, Afghanistan and the U.S. for a reason. Both China and 

Pakistan are equally interested in halting the terrorist threats emanating from 

there. 

 

Pakistan recently experienced firsthand the deadly threat of terrorism and 

extremism, while China wants to ensure that no threats obstruct the 

implementation of its ambitions with the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) project. Clearing Afghanistan from terrorism would also prevent the 

East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), which is associated with ISIS and 

the Taliban, from destabilizing China‘s Xinjiang province. 
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If Russia, China and Pakistan announce a joint military operation against 

terrorists on Afghan soil, will anyone be there to stop them? Has the Trump 

administration made up its mind about Afghanistan and the region as a whole? 

Or when exactly are Trump‘s generals planning to outline their plan to halt ISIS 

and the Taliban from further advances? Russia, China and Pakistan seem to be 

losing their patience by the day. 

 

Polina Tikhonova is a writer and journalist based in the UK.. Over the past 7 

years, she has worked for a wide variety of top European and American media 

outlets. She hold a Master's Degree in English Philology from the University of 

Oxford and a Bachelor's Degree in Journalism from the Saint Petersburg State 

University. 
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Rejoinder to Dr Subhash Kapila 

Asif Haroon 

LISA Issue 41 had published an article Of Dr Subhash Kapila on “China-

Pakistan-Russia Troika”.This is a rejoinder by Asif Haroon 

Dr. Subhash Kapila has written an article in Eurasia Review the theme of which 

is, ―Afghanistan cannot be abandoned to China-Pakistan-Russia Troika‖. A 

highly melancholic and distressful picture has been painted by the writer in a 

bid to remind Donald Trump Administration that Afghanistan is slipping out of 

the hands of the US and unless urgent and immediate measures are taken to 

forestall the impending strategic loss, Afghanistan would be lost for good which 

will have grave consequences for the sole super power. A persuasive wakeup 

call has been given to incite Trump to act before it is too late. 

Subhash suggests that China-Pakistan axis now complemented by Russia will 

overturn the stability of the region. He has rung alarm bells that amidst the din 

of US Presidential election, Afghanistan has seemingly disappeared from the 

radar screen of USA and the Troika has fully exploited the vacuum to exploit it 

to its own advantage and to the disadvantage of Washington. 

He sprinkles salt on the emotive feelings of USA by lamenting that the US huge 

investment and loss of lives of thousands of American soldiers have all gone 

waste owing to double dealing of Pakistan which the US has been claiming to 

be its strategic ally. He warned the new US policy makers that the Troika is 

fully poised to seize the strategic turf of Afghanistan and thus deprive USA of 

its influence in Central Asia and Southwest Asia. 

One may ask Subhash as to why no concern was shown by him or any Indian 

writer when the Troika of USA-India-Afghanistan assisted by UK and 

Israel was formed in 2002 to target Pakistan. The Troika that has caused 

excessive pain and anguish to Pakistan and its people is still active. All these 

years, Pakistan was maliciously maligned, ridiculed and discredited and 

mercilessly bled without any remorse. The objective of the Troika and its 

supporters was to create chaos and destabilize the whole region which was 

peaceful till 9/11. 

India was in the lead to destabilize, de-Islamize, denuclearize and fragment 

Pakistan. The US installed puppet regimes of Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani 

wholly under the perverse influence of India played a lead role in bleeding 

Pakistan by allowing so many hostile agencies to use Afghan soil for the 

accomplishment of their ominous designs. 
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The vilest sin of the so-called allies of Pakistan was its pretension of friendship 

and continuously stabbing Pakistan in the guise of friends. Worst was that 

Pakistan was distrusted and asked to do more against the terrorists funded, 

trained and equipped by the Troika and was humiliated by saying that it was 

either incompetent or an accomplice. 

Driven by the desire to become the unchallenged policeman of the region and a 

bulwark against China, India assisted by its strategic allies has been constantly 

weaving webs of intrigue and subversion and striving hard to encircle and 

isolate Pakistan. 

Proxy wars were ignited in FATA, Baluchistan and Karachi to politically 

destabilize Pakistan, weaken its economy and pin down sizeable size of Army 

within the three conflict zones so as to create conducive conditions for 

launching India‘s much trumped up Cold Start Doctrine and destroy Pakistan‘s 

armed forces. 

India‘s national security adviser has admitted that Pakistan has been subjected 

to his defensive-offensive doctrine to dislocate it through covert war. India‘s 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh has vowed to break Pakistan into ten pieces. 

Modi has openly admitted that he has established direct links with anti-Pakistan 

elements in Baluchistan, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir. He confessed 

India‘s central role in creating Bangladesh in 1971 and has often stated that pain 

will be caused to Pakistan. This is done by way of acts of terror against 

innocent civilians including school children, resorting to unprovoked firing 

across the LoC in Kashmir, and resorting to water terrorism. Pakistan has been 

repeatedly warned to lay its hands off Kashmir or else lose Baluchistan. 

Pakistan has miraculously survived the onslaughts of the Troika and has 

stunned the world by controlling foreign supported terrorism after recapturing 

19 administrative units from the TTP and its allied groups and up sticking all 

the bases in the northwest, breaking the back of separatist movement in 

Baluchistan and restoring order in lawless Karachi by dismantling the militant 

infrastructure of MQM and banned groups. Army, Rangers and Frontier Corps 

assisted by air force have achieved this miracle of re-establishing writ of the 

State in all parts of the country. 85% of terrorism has been controlled. 

Random terror attacks are now wholly planned and executed from Kunar and 

Nangarhar in Afghanistan under the patronage of RAW ad NDS and supervised 

by CIA. 

Consequent to new wave of terrorism last month, Operation Rad-e-Fasaad has 

been launched as a follow up of Operation Zarb-e-Azb to net facilitators, 

handlers and financiers of terrorists and to demolish sleeping cells in urban 
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centres. Scope of this operation has been extended to all parts of the country, 

and all the three services are taking part in it to cleanse Pakistan from the 

presence of paid mercenaries and fifth columnists. 

Implementation of 20 points of National Action Plan is being religiously 

expedited to eliminate scourge of terrorism. Afghan refugees are being returned 

and management of western border radically improved to prevent infiltration of 

terrorists. 

Terrorism can however not be rooted out unless root causes that heighten 

extremism are addressed, and the bases in Afghanistan as well as the patrons 

stoking terrorism remain operative. 

Pakistan has overcome energy crisis, considerably improved its 

macroeconomics and its stature in the world. Operationalization of CPEC, 

hosting of ECO meeting and holding of PSL cricket finals in Lahore have 

broken the myth of isolation. 

Pakistan has made its defense impregnable by raising the level of minimum 

nuclear deterrence to full spectrum deterrence. Robust conventional and nuclear 

capability together with stable political and economic conditions have thwarted 

India‘s desire to attack Pakistan overtly. 

India and its strategic allies have been stopped in their tracks and left with no 

choice but to contend with covert war supplemented with propaganda war and 

coercive tactics to give vent to their pent up anger. 

India which is the chief villain of peace is deeply perturbed and is shedding 

tears over its failures and loss of billions spent on proxies to detach FATA, 

Baluchistan, Karachi and AJK from Pakistan, or to disable Pakistan‘s nuclear 

program. Rapid progress made by CPEC has made the deadly Troika more 

rancorous. 

Finding that its nasty game plan has run into snags with little chance of 

recovery, and above all Afghanistan is slithering away because of resurgence of 

Taliban and ostensible insouciance of Washington, India is once again making 

efforts to provoke Trump and ruffle his feathers, the way it had efficaciously 

prevailed upon George Bush and Obama. It is now working on a new theme 

of demonizing so-called Troika of China-Russia-Pakistan, which is so far not in 

existence and is an illusion. Subhash is among the propaganda brigade selling 

this illusory theme and is suggesting that the so-called Troika have hegemonic 

and military designs against Afghanistan. 

CPEC is an economic venture aimed at promoting peace and friendship in the 

region as a whole. It promises goodwill, harmony, and mutual prosperity 
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through connectivity. Both China and Pakistan shun war mongering, proxy 

wars and psy operations to disparage others. The duo is bereft of colonial or 

quasi-colonial designs against any country. Since its memo is altogether 

different from the imperialist agenda of Indo-US-Israel, it threatens to unravel 

the global ambitions of the trio. 

Whereas Afghanistan has not accepted the British demarcated Durand Line as a 

border with Pakistan and has been supportive of Pakhtunistan stunt, Pakistan 

has no disputes with Afghanistan and has always treated it as a brotherly 

Muslim neighbor. 

Repeated invitations to India and Afghanistan to join CPEC and reap its 

benefits have been turned down. Both are complacent that CPEC will be a non-

starter without inclusion of peaceful Afghanistan, ignoring the fact that they are 

getting isolated. Moreover, a new route from Kazakhstan via Wakhan corridor 

is in pipeline which will bypass Afghanistan. 

While China and Pakistan have jointly embarked upon the journey of peace and 

friendship and are attracting many countries, Russia is still hesitant and has so 

far not formally joined the bandwagon of CPEC which has great potential and 

has grandiose plans to link South Asia with Central Asia, Middle East and 

Africa and eventually Europe. 

Russia‘s hesitation is owing to the fear of losing defence and economic markets 

in India. However, seeing the bright scope of CPEC and motivated by its age 

old quest for warm waters, Russia will sooner than later abandon India because 

of Indo-US military agreements and gravitate towards CPEC. Recent 

developments have given a loud message to India that Russia is tilting towards 

Pakistan. 

One of the reasons of Russia‘s tilt is worsening security situation in 

Afghanistan which has turned into a big mess and is beyond the capacity of 

USA and Ghani regime to sort it out. Growing presence of Daesh in 

Afghanistan has alarmed Moscow since the declared objective of this branch of 

Daesh is to re-establish ancient Khorasan, which comprised of parts of Central 

Asia, Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan. The runaway TTP leaders Fazlullah, 

Khalid Omar and several others have tagged their names with Khorasani and 

have made Kunar-Nuristan as the base camp for the making of Khorasan. 

Russia knows that CIA, Mossad and RAW are secretly aligned with Daesh and 

are killing two birds with one stone. Threat of Daesh has impelled Russia to 

evince greater interest in Afghan affairs and there are reports that it is supplying 

arms to the Taliban to enable them to tackle the new threat. Some are saying, 
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that Moscow might intervene in Afghanistan the way it had intervened in Syria 

on the pretext of grappling with Daesh. 

If so, it might trigger proxy war between the two big powers which will prolong 

the agony of people of Afghanistan as well as of Pakistan because of the 

spillover effect. This is exactly what India wants so as to retain its nuisance 

value in Afghanistan. 

Will Trump get enticed and blindly jump into the same inferno from which 

Obama had extracted 1, 30,000 troops in December 2014 with great difficulty, 

and lose whatever prestige the US is left with by reinforcing failure? 

Or else, he will stick to his policy of curtailing defence expenditure and pullout 

the 12000 strong Resolute Support Group and stop paying $8.1 billion annually 

to the corrupt regime in Kabul and inept Afghan security forces? 

Or he takes a saner decision by making USA part of Russia-China-Pakistan 

grouping to arrive at a political settlement in Afghanistan and also opt to join 

CPEC and improve the economy of USA? 

Making a realistic appraisal of the ground situation, the last option seems more 

viable and profitable for USA, while the second option is dicey, and the first 

option will spell disaster. 

The writer is defence analyst, columnist, author of five books, Vice Chairman 

Thinkers Forum Pakistan, DG Measac Research Centre and Member Executive 

Council Ex Servicemen Society.  

  

 

 

 


